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by the late Donald R. Mansager 

Every February 14 we see images of 
chubby “angelic” infants with bows 
and arrows aiming for the hearts 

of lovers. Seemingly everwhere are heart 
shapes and symbols, paper lace, chocolates, 
birds, and flowers. 
 But just where did these symbols and 
the celebration of Valentine’s Day come 
from? Is it biblically acceptable to honor 
this seemingly innocent day when many 
remember sweethearts and lovers?

A Priest with Pluck
The origin of this day is obscure, with more 
than one explanation. The most accepted 
legend from the church is that a Roman 
priest named Valentine 
had a special fondness for 
young people.
 When the Roman 
Empire needed soldiers, 
Emperor Claudius II 
decreed that no one could 
marry or become engaged. 
Claudius believed that 
marriage made men want 
to stay at home instead of 
out fighting wars.
 The kindly Valentine 
defied the Emperor’s decree 
and secretly performed 
weddings for a number of 
young couples. As a result 
of defying the king he  was 
arrested, imprisoned, and put to death.
 Another legend holds that Valentine 
was aiding persecuted Christians and was 
imprisoned. A jailer and his family were so 
impressed by his sincerity that they became 
Christians themselves. Valentine was fond 
of the jailer’s blind daughter and by a 
miracle restored her sight. On the morning 
of his execution on February 14 he sent her 
a farewell message signed, “From Your 
Valentine.”

February Fertility Festival
On the more profane side this is also the 
eve of an ancient Roman festival, the 
Lupercalia. Lupus is Latin for wolf. On this 
evening Roman youths drew names of girls 
who would be their partners during the 
ceremony.
 On February 15 the Luperci priests 
gathered at the cave of Lupercal, where 
legend says Romulus and Remus–founders 
of Rome–were nursed by a mother wolf.

 Following a sacrifice, two youths of 
noble birth were brought forward. After 
a ceremony they ran through the Roman 
streets, lashing about with goatskin thongs. 
The streets would be crowded with young 
women because a lash of the sacred thong 
was believed to increase their fertility.
 The goatskin thongs were called februa 
and the lashing the februato, both stemming 
from a Latin word meaning to purify. From 
it comes the name for the month February.

Pagan-Christian Fusion 
When Roman armies invaded what are now 
France and Britain in the first century BCE, 
they took with them many pagan customs. 
Included was the Lupercalia.

 By the fourth century Christianity 
became the dominant religion in Rome 
and the Lupercalia was declared unlawful. 
Throughout the empire the church en-
deavored to stamp out pagan practices 
brought in by the heathen.
 “Unable to abolish some of the 
pagan festivals that the people loved, they 
accepted these and gave them Christian 
names,” we read in The Story of Valentine 
Symbols, by Edna Earth.
 And, do what the church might, 
the ancient meaning never quite left it. 
Memories of the Lupercalia as a celebration 
of mating were handed down, attaching 
themselves to the saint’s name.
 Frank Staff writes in his book, The 
Valentine and Its Origins, “In later years 
when the early Christian fathers were busy 
obliterating pagan superstitions and dates 
by substituting those of the Christian belief, 
names of many of the martyred Saints were 
used to replace the old festivals.

“In this way St. Valentine, having suffered 
on the eve of the Lupercalia, the 14th of 
February, was now to perpetuate forever 
the memory of this festival of the return 
of the Spring when a young man’s fancy 
lightly turns to thoughts of love and when 
the birds begin mating.”
 The little cherub called cupid, from 
the Latin cupido or “desire,” is actually 
the Greek deity of love known as Eros. 
Alexandrian poets made him popular in 
Rome (Funk and Wagnalls Encyclopedia, 
p. 2542).

Bottom Line: The Dollar Sign
Today Valentine’s Day is memorialized 
by manufacturers of greeting cards 

and candy, florists and 
clothiers–merchants who 
see the chance to induce 
customers through yet one 
more holiday to part with 
their money. 
 The big problem with 
worldly holidays and 
special days of man is their 
rank pagan origins that 
have nothing to do with 
scriptural worship. These 
days have replaced the 
true, biblical observances 
that are commanded by our 
Creator. 
 Paganism has always 
functioned to replace True 

Worship. The one condemnation Yahweh 
repeatedly leveled against Israel was their 
desire to participate in the heathenism 
of those around them and worship other 
deities in place of Yahweh.
 We believers must give up the 
wastelands of deception in a world with 
no love of Yahweh. “Wherefore come out 
from among them, and be separate, says 
Yahweh, and touch not the unclean thing 
and I will receive you,” 2Corinthians 6:17.
 It is amazing how much our world 
is steeped in heathen, truth-supplanting 
traditions. The days of Lupercalia are 
with us even in subtle ways. As one writer 
observed, “Today we still refer to one 
who fancies himself with the ladies as 
something of a ‘wolf,’ and when a pretty 
girl walks down the street young men give 
a ‘wolf whistle,’ which shows that the spirit 
of the Lupercalia is still with us.”
 Rulership in His coming Kingdom awaits 
those who have a heart for Yahweh.

alentine’s
 Day  

A Heart
Yahweh?for 

V
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Of the more 
than 3,000 
individuals 

in the Bible 
there’s one man 
who rises above 
the majority, He 
is King Hezekiah. 
He was a man of 
faith, devotion, and 
strength, and was 
responsible for one of 
the greatest revivals in 
the history of Judah. 
 Through his love for Yahweh 
and nation, he was able to restore proper 
worship from a state of ruin.
 In this article we will explore 
some of his greatest achievements, 
including his restoring the temple and 
scriptural worship back to Judah and parts 
of Israel. We will also consider some of 
his challenges, mainly the threat of the 
Assyrian Empire by the hand of King 
Sennacherib.
 But before this, let’s consider his 
childhood. It would be assumed that such 
an accomplished king would have had a 
righteous father guiding and preparing him 
with right character. Sadly, this was not the 
case. 
 His father, King Ahaz, was one who 
did evil in Yahweh’s eyes.  followed in 
the practices of his heathen neighbors and 
committed numerous abominations as king 

of Judah.

Pagan Roots 
A record of 
this man’s sins 
is found in the 
seventeenth 
c h a p t e r  o f 
2 K i n g s .  I t 
reads, “And 
they set them 
up images and 
groves in every 
high hill, and 
under every 

green tree: And 
there they burnt 

incense in all the 
h igh places, as did the heathen 

whom Yahweh carried away before them; 
and wrought wicked things to provoke 
Yahweh to anger: For they served idols, 
whereof Yahweh had said unto them, Ye 
shall not do this thing…. And they rejected 
his statutes, and his covenant that he made 
with their fathers, and his testimonies 
which he testified against them; and they 
followed vanity, and became vain, and 
went after the heathen that were round 
about them, concerning whom Yahweh had 
charged them, that they should not do like 
them. And they left all the commandments 
of Yahweh their Elohim, and made them 
molten images, even two calves, and made 
a grove, and worshipped all the host of 

heaven, and served Baal. And they caused 
their sons and their daughters to pass 
through the fire, and used divination and 
enchantments, and sold themselves to do 
evil in the sight of Yahweh, to provoke him 
to anger,” verses 10-12, 15-17. 
 Everything King Ahaz could have 
done wrong, he did. For instance, the Bible 
says that he followed in the ways of the 
heathen. 
 It’s ironic that this nation, along with 
most of the world, celebrates Halloween 
and Christmas, two observances steeped 
in paganism. Just like King Ahaz, most 
Bible believers today see nothing wrong 
with these holidays. Halloween ushers 
back to the old Druidic festival of Samhain 
(pronounced sow-in) when human sacrifices 
were practiced. Equally monstrous, 
Christmas is rooted in several ancient 
practices, all of which are connected to sun 
worship. The three Roman observances for 
Christmas are: Saturnalia, Mithraism, and 
Sol Invictus.
 How else did King Ahaz pollute 
Yahweh’s worship? We see here that he set 
up images and groves. The word “groves” 
refers to the worship of Ashtaroth, 
which was connected with fertility rites. 
According to Nelson’s Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary, other names for Ashtaroth 
included, “Astarte (Phoenicians and 
Canaanites), Inanna (Sumerians), Ishtar 
(Babylonians), Aphrodite (Greeks), and 
Venus (Romans).”  

– The Man and His Mission

by Randy Folliard

Hezekiah
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 She was also called by the names: 
Eostre, Astarte, Ostera, and Eastre. 
Ashtaroth is where the modern Easter 
celebration is derived. 
 “Easter was originally a pagan festival 
honoring Eostre, a Teutonic (Germanic) 
goddess of light and spring. At the time of 
the vernal equinox (the day in the spring 
when the sun crosses the equator and day 
and night are of equal length), sacrifices 
were offered in her honor. As early as 
the eighth century, the name was used to 
designate the annual Christian celebration 
of the resurrection of Christ. The only 
appearance of the word Easter (KJV) is 
a mistranslation of pascha, the ordinary 
Greek word for ‘Passover,’” ibid, Easter. 
 It’s amazing how this ancient worship 
is repackaged and continues today as if 
something different. The Roman Church 
had the opportunity to remove this worship, 
but they chose to adopt it by relabeling it. 
 The motivation for this acceptance 
was numbers and power. They knew that 
they would lose members and potential 
members if they took a hard stand against 
false worship. Interestingly, we continue to 
see this same thinking in modern worship. 
 So what else was Ahaz guilty of? It 
confirms here that he worshiped the hosts 
of heaven, he made molten images of calves 
like Jeroboam, he served Baal, he used 
divination, and he allowed the worship of 
Moloch. 
 There was 
nothing worse than 
the worship of 
Moloch. Followers 
of this god would kill 
their child and then 
sacrifice the corpse 
through the fires of 
Moloch. According 
to the International 
Standard Bible En-
cyclopaedia, “…The 
image of Moloch was 
a human figure with 
a bull’s head and 
outstretched arms, 
ready to receive 
the poor children destined for sacrifice. 
The image of metal was heated red hot by a 
fire kindled within, and the children laid on 
its arms rolled off into the fiery pit below.  
 “In order to drown the cries of the 
victims, flutes were played, and drums 
were beaten; and mothers stood by without 

tears or sobs, to give the impression of the 
voluntary character of the offering.” 
 What an awful and barbaric practice! 
To think that Ahaz was guilty of permitting 
this atrocity. Knowing the depth of Judah’s 
sin, how was it even possible for Hezekiah 
to restore proper worship?

Yah Is My Strength
The answer is found in 2Kings 18:1-3: “Now 
it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea 
son of Elah king of Israel, that Hezekiah the 
son of Ahaz king of Judah began to reign. 
Twenty and five years old was he when he 
began to reign; and he reigned twenty and 
nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name 
also was Abi, the daughter of Zachariah. 
And he did that which was right in the sight 
of Yahweh, according to all that David his 
father did.”
 Hezekiah, whose name means, “Yah 
is my strength,” took the throne at the age 
of 25. Can you imagine being this age and 
having the weight of an apostate nation 
on your shoulders? What was the secret 
of his success at such a young age? The 
Bible reveals that he did what was right 
in the sight of Yahweh, according to all 
that David did. So not only did he lead in 
righteousness, but did as David before him. 
 This comparison is something very 
special. David was the most beloved king 
in the history of Israel. He’s a standard 
of righteousness and devotion. The fact 

that Hezekiah 
is compared to 
David shows the 
greatness of this 
man. There was no 
one like Hezekiah. 
Morally and also 
devotionally, he 
stood above the 
rest.
 Moving on, we 
also find a further 
description of this 
man’s character. 
“He removed the 
high places, and 
brake the images, 

and cut down the groves, and brake in 
pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had 
made: for unto those days the children of 
Israel did burn incense to it: and he called 
it Nehushtan. He trusted in Yahweh Elohim 
of Israel; so that after him was none like him 
among all the kings of Judah, nor any that 

were before him. For he clave to Yahweh, 
and departed not from following him, but 
kept his commandments, which Yahweh 
commanded Moses. And Yahweh was with 
him; and he prospered whithersoever he 
went forth: and he rebelled against the king 
of Assyria, and served him not,” vv. 4-7.
 The devotion of Hezekiah was second 
to none. His entire focus was restoring pure 
worship. He removed the high places, broke 
the idols, and cut down the Ashtoreth. He 
also broke in pieces the brazen serpent that 
Moses made. By this time, the people had 
made it into an idol. 
 One of the defining attributes of 
Hezekiah was his reliance in his Heavenly 
Father. It says here that he “trusted” 
in Yahweh. This word comes from the 
Hebrew batach, a primitive root, meaning 
“to trust, to have confidence, to be bold, 
and to be secure.” In short, batach is 
having a faith and boldness in Yahweh and 
His deliverance. 
 Question, do we have the faith of 
Hezekiah? Are we confident knowing 
Yahweh will save us in times of challenge 
and trouble? Undoubtedly, Hezekiah had 
this level of faith.  He knew that there was 
nothing he could not do or accomplish if 
Yahweh was with him. Think about the 
level of trust it would take to reform an 
apostate nation. 
 As many have probably experienced, 
witnessing to others about their false 
worship and beliefs is not easy. In this 
situation many react with aggression 
and anger. For Hezekiah, this was not a 
concern. He knew that if Yahweh was with 
Him that no man could be against him! 
 Now it goes on here to say that there 
was never a king in the history of Judah 
like Hezekiah. As we saw in verse 3, he 
was cut from the same cloth as King David. 
Matter of fact, next to David, Hezekiah 
was probably the best king in the history 
of Israel, including when the nation was 
united under Saul and Solomon. He was 
special because he had faith and served 
Yahweh with all his heart. And because of 
this devotion it says that he prospered in 
whatever he did.  
 Even though we staunchly oppose the 
health, wealth, and prosperity movement 
seen today, it is true that we are blessed 
when we obey. For instance, when we 
faithfully tithe and give what is holy or 
kodesh to Yahweh, He promises to open 
up the windows of heaven and pour out 
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His blessings upon us, Malachi 3:8-11. 
This typically does not include great 
amounts of wealth or riches as we hear 
from those preaching the “health, wealth, 
and prosperity gospel,” but points to 
our necessities, with which we are to be 
satisfied. 

House of Worship Restored
The books of Kings and Chronicles provide 
many of the same accounts, but sometimes 

with differing details. To ensure that we 
understand the full scope of Hezekiah’s 
reforms, let’s continue with 2Chronicles 
29:3-11: 
 “He in the first year of his reign, in the 
first month, opened the doors of the house 
of Yahweh, and repaired them. And he 
brought in the priests and the Levites, and 
gathered them together into the east street, 
And said unto them, Hear me, ye Levites, 
sanctify now yourselves, and sanctify the 
house of Yahweh Elohim of your fathers, 

and carry forth the filthiness out of the 
holy place. For our fathers have trespassed, 
and done that which was evil in the eyes 
of Yahweh our Elohim, and have forsaken 
him, and have turned away their faces from 
the habitation of Yahweh, and turned their 
backs. Also they have shut up the doors 
of the porch, and put out the lamps, and 
have not burned incense nor offered burnt 
offerings in the holy place unto the Elohim 
of Israel. Wherefore the wrath of Yahweh 

was upon Judah and Jerusalem, and he hath 
delivered them to trouble, to astonishment, 
and to hissing, as ye see with your eyes. 
For, lo, our fathers have fallen by the 
sword, and our sons and our daughters and 
our wives are in captivity for this. Now it 
is in mine heart to make a covenant with 
Yahweh Elohim of Israel, that his fierce 
wrath may turn away from us. My sons, be 
not now negligent: for Yahweh hath chosen 
you to stand before him, to serve him, and 
that ye should minister unto him, and burn 

incense.”
 As king, Hezekiah accomplished 
many great things. The most important 
accomplishment is the one found here. He 
began his reign by restoring and purifying 
the temple. 
 This is a great example for today’s 
believers. How many people procrastinate 
or hesitate when they learn the truth? For 
example, once we understood the Sabbath, 
how long did it take us to begin actively 

observing the Sabbath? Did we respond 
immediately or did we push off the decision 
for a later time?
 As believers, we need to be more 
like Hezekiah and make Yahweh and His 
worship our first priority! The sad reality 
is, the vast majority will never do this. 
Spiritually speaking, this is what separates 
the wheat from the chaff. If we desire to 
prosper as Hezekiah did, then we must 
follow in his example.
 So the lesson is this, we can’t postpone 
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what we know to be right. For those who 
still might be contemplating baptism or 
keeping the Sabbath, we encourage you to 
step out in faith and show the same strength 
as Hezekiah did. 
 Hezekiah also understood the impact 
of sin. He knew that he had to restore the 
earlier transgressions of his forefathers. To 
set these mistakes right, he commanded 
the Levites to clean up and restore proper 
worship in the temple. 
 Applying this to the New Testament, 
the Apostle Paul confirms that we today 
are the temple of Yahweh through the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Just as it 
was important for Hezekiah to restore the 
temple, it should be equally important for 
us to restore our temple. This includes 
making sure we’re not allowing anything 
that pollutes and that we are following in 
the ways of Yahweh. 

Days of Worship Restored
In addition to the temple, Hezekiah in 
2Chronicles 30 also was dedicated to 
Yahweh’s days of worship: “And Hezekiah 
sent to all Israel and Judah, and wrote 
letters also to Ephraim and Manasseh, that 
they should come to the house of Yahweh 
at Jerusalem, to keep the passover unto 
Yahweh Elohim of Israel. For the king 
had taken counsel, and his princes, and 
all the congregation in Jerusalem, to keep 
the passover in the second month. For 
they could not keep it at that time, because 
the priests had not sanctified themselves 
sufficiently, neither had the people 
gathered themselves together to Jerusalem. 
And the thing pleased the king and all the 
congregation. So they established a decree 
to make proclamation throughout all Israel, 
from Beersheba even to Dan, that they 
should come to keep the passover unto 
Yahweh Elohim of Israel at Jerusalem: for 
they had not done it of a long time in such 
sort as it was written…So the posts passed 
from city to city through the country of 
Ephraim and Manasseh even unto Zebulun: 
but they laughed them to scorn, and 
mocked them. Nevertheless divers of Asher 
and Manasseh and of Zebulun humbled 
themselves, and came to Jerusalem. Also 
in Judah the hand of Elohim was to give 
them one heart to do the commandment of 
the king and of the princes, by the word of 
Yahweh,” verses 1-5, 10-12. 
 Hezekiah began his restoration by 
cleaning out and purging the temple. He 

then focused on worship. He began by 
sending letters to Judah and also to Ephraim 
and Manasseh. Ephraim and Manasseh 
represent the entire northern Kingdom of 
Israel. At this time there was a division 
between the north and south. The south 
represented Judah and Benjamin and the 
north represented the remaining 10 tribes. 
This was more than a revival within the 
nation of Judah, and included all the tribes 
of Israel. 
 How did the people respond to 
Hezekiah’s invite? For the most part, the 
messengers were jeered and mocked. 
What’s amazing is that this response is no 
different from what we often see today. 
The vast majority of people are simply not 
interested in hearing the truth.  They would 
instead rather follow man-made traditions 
without concern for their Creator.  
 As Solomon said, there’s nothing new 
under the sun; what has been will be again. 
Even though most declined Hezekiah’s 
invite, some were faithful and came. A few 

from Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun came 
to worship Yahweh during the Passover 
and Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
 This is a lesson for believers today; 
even though the majority will not accept 
the call, there will always be a few who are 
willing to make the sacrifice. 
 This Ministry through our national 
TV program, website, social media sites, 
and other outlets witnesses to thousands of 
people every week, but out of all those only 
a fraction will ever respond. Remarkable 
still, out of those who do respond, only a 
fraction of those will sincerely follow the 
faith. 
 This is the difference between being 
called and chosen. There are many being 
called today, but only a small number will 
respond and produce fruit. This is the main 
lesson in Yahshua’s parable of the sower. 
The seed thrown represents the called and 
the few who produced fruit represent the 
chosen. As seen in this example, many 
were called to keep the Passover, but only a 
few were willing to come.

Success with Proper Leadership

Even though only a few came, it was 
still one of the greatest Passovers in the 
history of Israel. “So there was great joy in 
Jerusalem: for since the time of Solomon 
the son of David king of Israel there was 
not the like in Jerusalem. Then the priests 
the Levites arose and blessed the people: 
and their voice was heard, and their prayer 
came up to his holy dwelling place, even 
unto heaven,” verses 26-27.
 Judah had not experienced a blessing 
like this since the reign of King Solomon. 
There were roughly 255 years between 
Solomon and Hezekiah. This marked a 
high point that had not been seen in Israel 
for a quarter of a millennium. And again, 
it all traces back to Hezekiah’s unwavering 
faith and leadership.
 It’s amazing the difference good 
leadership makes in a nation or an assembly. 
This is why Yahweh gave the qualifications 
for ministers. As Paul states in 1Timothy 
3 and Titus 1, a bishop or elder must be 
blameless and above reproach. This is why 

family and marital status matter when it 
comes to a minister. If a person does not 
meet the qualifications, that person then is 
not to be considered an elder. 
 Whether we’re talking about an 
assembly, a large corporation, or even a 
nation, leadership makes all the difference. 
Through Hezekiah’s leadership, Judah was 
tremendously blessed. He led the nation 
through one of its greatest revivals. The 
only other king in Judah’s history that was 
of similar stature was King Josiah, who 
ascended the throne at the age of eight. 
 If not for Hezekiah and his strong 
devotion to Yahweh, none of this would 
have happened! So we can see here what 
happens when you have a good man at the 
helm. Because he followed Yahweh, he and 
the nation of Judah were blessed. 

Impact of Poor Leadership
Now the same cannot be said about the 
nation of Israel, the northern kingdom. It 
was during the reign of Hezekiah when the 
northern kingdom was taken captive by the 
Assyrians, one of the most ruthless of all 
ancient empires. 

 There are many being called today, 
but only a small number will respond 

and produce fruit.
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 We can read about this in 2Kings 18:9-
12. “And it came to pass in the fourth year 
of king Hezekiah, which was the seventh 
year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, 
that Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up 
against Samaria, and besieged it. And at 
the end of three years they took it: even in 
the sixth year of Hezekiah, that is the ninth 
year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was 
taken. And the king of Assyria did carry 
away Israel unto Assyria, and put them in 
Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, 
and in the cities of the Medes: Because 
they obeyed not the voice of Yahweh their 
Elohim, but transgressed his covenant, 
and all that Moses the servant of Yahweh 
commanded, and would not hear them, nor 
do them.”
 Why do you suppose Yahweh allowed 
Israel, representing the ten northern tribes, 
to be taken captive by the Assyrians?  
It’s simple, they were not obeying the 
commandments. Unlike Judah, which had 
a few good kings, the northern kingdom 
had all bad kings. 

 What’s sad is that Israel never re-
bounded from the reign of Jeroboam, 
the first king over the northern kingdom. 
Jeroboam committed several major in-
fractions, including changing worship, 
introducing idols, and changing the 
qualifications of ministers. Again, it’s 
about leadership; because Israel’s kings 
led the nation into continuous sin, Yahweh 
gave them over to their enemies.  
 What is going to happen if as a nation 
we continue down our current course? If 
nothing changes, Yahweh’s judgment will 
eventually fall upon this nation. Assuming 
there is still hope on a national level, we 
must repent to see restitution. If not, there 
will be consequences. 
 It’s not hard to see many of the threats 
facing this nation: families in this nation 
are in turmoil; morality is at an all-time 
low; our national debt is unstable and 
unsustainable; and foreign threats like ISIS 
and Al Qaeda continue to build, as recently 

witnessed by the ISIS-inspired terrorist 
attack in San Bernardino, California. If 
something doesn’t drastically change, the 
future of this country is in great jeopardy. 

Hezekiah’s Moment 
With all of Hezekiah’s great achievements 
and success, he was not without his 
challenges. After the Assyrians were 
done with the northern kingdom, they 
then turned their focus on the southern 
kingdom, i.e., Judah. 
 “Then Rabshakeh stood and cried 
with a loud voice in the Jews’ language, 
and spake, saying, Hear the word of the 
great king, the king of Assyria: Thus saith 
the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you: 
for he shall not be able to deliver you out 
of his hand: Neither let Hezekiah make 
you trust in Yahweh, saying, Yahweh will 
surely deliver us, and this city shall not 
be delivered into the hand of the king of 
Assyria. Hearken not to Hezekiah: for 
thus saith the king of Assyria, Make an 
agreement with me by a present, and come 

out to me, and then eat ye every man of 
his own vine, and every one of his fig tree, 
and drink ye every one the waters of his 
cistern: Until I come and take you away to 
a land like your own land, a land of corn 
and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, 
a land of oil olive and of honey, that ye 
may live, and not die: and hearken not 
unto Hezekiah, when he persuadeth you, 
saying, Yahweh will deliver us. Hath any 
of the mighty ones of the nations delivered 
at all his land out of the hand of the king 
of Assyria? Where are the mighty ones 
of Hamath, and of Arpad? where are the 
mighty ones of Sepharvaim, Hena, and 
Ivah? have they delivered Samaria out of 
mine hand? Who are they among all the 
mighty ones of the countries, that have 
delivered their country out of mine hand, 
that Yahweh should deliver Jerusalem out 
of mine hand? But the people held their 
peace, and answered him not a word: for 
the king’s commandment was, saying, 

Answer him not. Then came Eliakim 
the son of Hilkiah, which was over the 
household, and Shebna the scribe, and 
Joah the son of Asaph the recorder, to 
Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told 
him the words of Rabshakeh” 2Kings 
18:28-37.
 Now who was this Rabshakeh? He 
was a messenger from Sennacherib, the 
king of Assyria. Instead of speaking in the 
Syrian language, he spoke in Hebrew so 
that all the Jews present would hear and 
understand. His goal was to panic the 
people so they would turn away and rebel 
against King Hezekiah. 
 He promised if they would only 
follow King Sennacherib that their lives 
would be spared and they would have 
food to eat, until they were removed 
to a different land. The Assyrians had 
their own strategy for those nations they 
conquered.  When they overtook a nation 
they would eventually relocate the people 
to another location.  This would encourage 
assimilation and loyalty to Assyria.
 How did the people of Judah respond 
to Rabshakeh? Did they fall down before 
him, pledging their allegiance to King 
Sennacherib? They said not a word, 
according to Hezekiah’s command. 

Hezekiah Trusts in Yahweh
How did Hezekiah receive the news from 
Rabshakeh? He did what any good leader 
would, he sought for Yahweh’s direction. 
“And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah 
heard it, that he rent his clothes, and 
covered himself with sackcloth, and went 
into the house of Yahweh. And he sent 
Eliakim, which was over the household, 
and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of 
the priests, covered with sackcloth, to 
Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. And 
they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, 
This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, 
and blasphemy: for the children are come 
to the birth, and there is not strength to 
bring forth. It may be Yahweh thy Elohim 
will hear all the words of Rabshakeh, 
whom the king of Assyria his master hath 
sent to reproach the living Elohim; and 
will reprove the words which Yahweh thy 
Elohim hath heard: wherefore lift up thy 
prayer for the remnant that are left. So the 
servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 
And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye 
say to your master, Thus saith Yahweh, Be 
not afraid of the words which thou hast 

What is going to happen if as a 
nation we continue down our current 
course? If nothing changes, Yahweh’s 
judgment will eventually fall upon 
this nation.



in his stead,” verses 32-37.                                     
 Two devastating events fell upon 
Sennacherib. First, during the night the 
angel of Yahweh obliterated the army of 
Assyria. After this Sennacherib returned 
to Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian 
Empire. Second, as he was worshiping 
Nisroch, the Assyrian god of agriculture, 
he was assassinated by own sons. So this 
marked the end of Sennacherib and his 
threat to the people of Judah.
 For a moment let’s assume that 
Hezekiah did evil in Yahweh’s eyes, as 
his father Ahaz did before him. Would 
the result have been different? Would 
Yahweh have rescued Judah from the 
invading Assyrian army? While no man 
knows the answer, there is little doubt 
that Hezekiah’s devotion was partially 
responsible for this defeat. Because he 
followed Yahweh, he and the nation of 
Judah prospered. 
 This same lesson applies to believers 
now. When we follow Yahweh, we’re 
going to be blessed. However, when 
we don’t, we will find heartache and 
unhappiness in life. We can strive to 
be like Hezekiah and prosper or like 
Sennacherib and be cursed. The choice is 
ours and ours alone. As Paul told Timothy, 
Yahweh wants everyone to be saved, but 
we must first repent and follow Him. May 
we learn the lessons from Hezekiah and 
always obey and trust in Yahweh so that 
we too can and be blessed. 
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heard, with which the servants of the king 
of Assyria have blasphemed me. Behold, 
I will send a blast upon him, and he shall 
hear a rumour, and shall return to his own 
land; and I will cause him to fall by the 
sword in his own land,” 2Kings 19:1-7.
 Notice the first action taken by King 
Hezekiah. He rent his clothes and covered 
himself in sackcloth. This was a symbol of 
mourning and humility. After this he sent 
several of his most trusted men to seek out 
Isaiah the prophet. 
 How do we respond in our moments 
of distress? Do we try to find a solution 
based on human reasoning or do we turn 
to Yahweh for a solution? Like Hezekiah, 
we too should turn to our Heavenly 
Father through prayer and the wisdom 
of His Word. In some cases we should 
also consider fasting. It’s amazing how 
Yahweh can turn a bad situation around 
when we look to Him in humbleness.
 The reality is, all too often we feel the 
need to come up with a solution before 
seeking Yahweh’s direction. Sometimes in 
life the best course of action is to give it 
to Him and have faith in His great mercy 
and provision. There’s nothing beyond 
His ability. If He chooses to help, there’s 
nothing that’s going to stop or prevent that 
from happening. Yahweh is the greatest 
being in this universe and there’s nothing 
outside of His control.
 So what was Isaiah’s response to 
Hezekiah’s men? He began by telling 

them not to be afraid. This is the same 
message Yahweh told Joshua after the 
death of Moses. He told him to be strong 
and of good courage. As believers we 
should not be people of fear, but of 
courage and strength. So long as we’re 
following Yahweh, we should remember 
who’s supporting us. 

Hezekiah’s Triumph 
Starting in 2Kings 19:32, Isaiah proph-
esies of Sennacherib’s defeat and 
Hezekiah’s victory: “Therefore thus saith 
Yahweh concerning the king of Assyria, 
He shall not come into this city, nor shoot 
an arrow there, nor come before it with 
shield, nor cast a bank against it. By the 
way that he came, by the same shall he 
return, and shall not come into this city, 
saith Yahweh. For I will defend this city, 
to save it, for mine own sake, and for 
my servant David’s sake. And it came to 
pass that night, that the angel of Yahweh 
went out, and smote in the camp of the 
Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five 
thousand: and when they arose early in 
the morning, behold, they were all dead 
corpses. So Sennacherib king of Assyria 
departed, and went and returned, and 
dwelt at Nineveh. And it came to pass, 
as he was worshipping in the house of 
Nisroch his mighty one, that Adrammelech 
and Sharezer his sons smote him with the 
sword: and they escaped into the land of 
Armenia. And Esarhaddon his son reigned 
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However, Jonah was afraid that the people 
would repent before Yahweh, knowing 
through prophecy that if they repented 
they would be used by Yahweh to bring 
judgment upon Israel for their wickedness 
by taking them into captivity. And so he 
fled in the opposite direction.
 He boarded a ship bound for Tarshish 
(Spain) and fled from obeying the Word 
of Yahweh.  Yahweh sent a tempestuous 
storm upon the sea which would have 
destroyed the ship, however, upon his own 
request Jonah was thrown into the sea.  
There he was swallowed by a great fish and 
remained alive in the belly of the fish for 
three days and three nights.
 Jonah prayed a prayer of repentance 
to Yahweh and promised to proclaim the 
message of salvation which Yahweh had 
given him (Jonah 2:1-9).  As a result of 
Jonah’s change of heart, Yahweh delivered 
him from the belly of the great fish and it 
vomited Jonah upon the land.  
 After his release from the fish the 
command to go to Nineveh was renewed.  
Jonah obeyed the word of Yahweh and 
entered into the city and cried, “Yet forty 
days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown” 
(Jonah 3:4). The people of Nineveh 
repented, put on sackcloth, and fasted 
before Yahweh.  Yahweh saw from their 

One of the most interesting and 
well-known stories in the Bible 
is found in the Book of Jonah.  

Although very brief, only four chapters, 
this book is one of very great importance in 
understanding Bible prophecy concerning 
the Messiah.  It is essential as a teacher to 
each true worshiping Israelite concerning 
their own witness to the people of the world 
(Ps. 73:1; 147:19-20; 148:14; Gal. 6:15-16).  
 For these and other reasons, the Book 
of Jonah needs to be known and understood 
as being more than just a good story to tell 
to children.  It witnesses a message that 
we each need to understand so as to build 
up our own faith in the Bible and apply to 
ourselves as a witness to all the world.

A Prophet to Israel and Assyria
Jonah, the son of Amittai, was a prophet to 
Israel before and during the reign of King 
Jeroboam II,  probably around the year 820 
BCE.  He was from Gathhepher (2Kings 
14:25), a border city in the territory of 
Zebulon (Joshua 19:10, 13).  His early 
ministry to Israel included a prophecy of 
the restoration of the boundary of Israel 
from Hamath all the way to the Salt Sea or 
Sea of Arabah.  
 “In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the 
son of Joash king of Judah Jeroboam the 

son of Joash king of Israel began to reign 
in Samaria, and reigned forty and one 
years.  And he did that which was evil in 
the sight of Yahweh: he departed not from 
all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who made Israel to sin. He restored the 
coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath 
unto the sea of the plain, according to the 
word of Yahweh Elohim of Israel, which he 
spake by the hand of his servant Jonah, the 
son of Amittai, the prophet, which was of 
Gathhepher” (2Kings 14:23-25).
 Such a prophecy as this must have made 
Jonah a very popular prophet in the eyes of 
the people.  The prophet who prophesied 
this message to Israel is the same one who 
in the Book of Jonah was commissioned 
by Yahweh to proclaim judgment against 
the city of Nineveh, and therefore, also the 
writer of the book bearing his name.  
 “Now the word of Yahweh came unto 
Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go 
to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against 
it; for their wickedness is come up before 
me” (Jonah 1:1-2).

The Book of Jonah in Brief
According to the Book of Jonah, Jonah 
received a command from Almighty 
Yahweh to preach a message of repentance 
to the people of the city of Nineveh.  

by Robert Wirl
Jonah – One Amazing Prophet
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works that they had repented and so He did 
not bring judgment upon them.  
 Jonah became very disheartened and 
angry because Yahweh had spared the 
people of the city of Nineveh, and so he 
prayed to Yahweh to take his life. Jonah 
was an intense patriot and wished for the 
destruction of the people that threatened 
to destroy Israel.  He thought that Yahweh 
was too merciful to the people of Nineveh 
who would oppress Israel.  
 Yahweh then showed Jonah the value 
of the heathen people of Nineveh through 
the act of making a gourd tree grow up and 
to give Jonah shade and then destroying it, 
so that Jonah missed its shade, .
 
Jonah and the Messianic Prophecy
Probably the most important aspect of 
the Book of Jonah is that of its prophetic 
significance concerning Yahshua of Nazareth 
as being the true Messiah and Savior of the 
world. Yahshua’s ministry on earth lasted 
some three-and-one-half years. During 
that time Yahshua gave many witnesses 
testifying to the fact that He was and is the 
Messiah, the son of Almighty Yahweh.
 He cast out demons, performed numer-
ous miracles such as healings, multiplying 
food, walking on water, raising the dead, 
etc., and He knew and used the Word of 
Yahweh as a sharp, two-edged sword in 
preaching and teaching the truth of the 
Kingdom of Yahweh.  
 Yet, many people did not believe on 
Him as the Messiah.  Yahshua said that He 
would give only one sign to those who had 
not accepted Him as the Messiah.  That sign 
was the sign of the prophet Jonah.  “Then 
certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees 
answered, saying, Master, we would see 
a sign from thee. But he answered and 
said unto them, An evil and adulterous 
generation seeketh after a sign; and there 
shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of 
the prophet Jonas: For as Jonas was three 
days and three nights in the whale’s belly; 
so shall the Son of man be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth. The 
men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment 
with this generation, and shall condemn it: 
because they repented at the preaching of 
Jonas; and, behold a greater than Jonas is 
here” (Matt. 12:38-41).
 Jonah was a type of Yahshua the 
Messiah.  The same way Jonah was in the 
belly of the great fish for three days and 
three nights, so Yahshua was in the heart of 

the earth three days and three nights.   
 Upon being spewed up from the belly 
of the fish onto dry ground, Jonah went 
and preached to Nineveh and brought them 
to repentance. So likewise, after being 
impaled and then put into the grave, after 
three days and three nights, Yahshua arose 
from the grave, came back from the dead, 
and gave testimony through that one sign 
that He was the true Messiah.
 This sign gave faith to those who had 
already believed on Him, and to those who 
had not believed on Him. It was one sign 
that they had rejected the true Messiah.  
Just by this one sign Yahshua proved 
completely that He Himself was and is the 
Messiah.    
 This sign is the most important sign 
that Yahshua could show and it alone is the 
basis of the faith that holds Yahshua as the 
Messiah.
 A note worth mentioning is the fact 
that Yahshua was three days and three 
nights in the grave, or three literal days 
of 24 hours.  Faith in this fact must be, 
without any reservations, held by all True 
Believers. 
 Religious sects of nominal Christianity 
that teach a Friday impalement and 
Sunday resurrection cannot get three 
literal days from such a false teaching. 
They are undermining the truth that 
Yahshua is the one true Messiah and that 
the Scriptures concerning Him, His death, 
and resurrection are true and have been 
fulfilled by Him.  “…Thy word is truth” 
(John 17:17).  “And the scripture cannot be 
broken” (John 10:35).
 Without a faith in the truth that 
Yahshua was in the grave three literal days, 
a person may as well not believe in the 
Messiah or the Bible at all, for they have 
rejected His sign and the truth of the Word 
of Yahweh.  Those who would do away 
with this truth and corrupt it are in fact liars 
and antimessiahs.  
 “I have not written unto you because 
ye know not the truth, but because ye know 
it, and that no lie is of the truth.  Who is a 
liar but he that denieth that Yahshua is the 
Messiah? He is antimessiah, that denieth 
the Father and the Son” (1John 2:21-22).

Jonah’s Witness
The message Jonah carried was not 
new and neither was it old. He preached 
repentance to a people so wicked that they 
were worthy of immediate judgment by 

Almighty Yahweh. Things are no different 
today. People haven’t changed much. The 
message of repentance that Jonah preached 
is just as real and applicable today.  
 We as True Worshipers who have 
a hope in the Word of Yahweh and a 
faith in Yahshua the Messiah have been 
commissioned to go into all the world 
and proclaim the message of truth and 
repentance. 
 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit:  
Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, 
lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the world” (Matt. 28:19-20).
 We must preach this message as the 
Apostle Peter did in Acts 2:38.  “Then Peter 
said unto them, Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Yahshua 
Messiah for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
 It is our choice if we want to go and 
proclaim the message of repentance, the 
same way that Jonah had a choice.  We must 
not be as hesitant as Jonah was for fear that 
we may lose out on a great blessing from 
Almighty Yahweh. 
 “Ye are the light of the world. A city 
that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither 
do men light a candle, and put it under a 
bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth 
light unto all that are in the house.  Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:14-16). We 
are the ones to proclaim this message as 
Yahshua our example did, 1Peter 2:21-22.
 Much has been given to us in the way 
of spiritual knowledge and so much will be 
expected of us.  “And that servant, which 
knew his master’s will, and prepared not 
himself, neither did according to his will, 
shall be beaten with many stripes. But 
he that knew not, and did commit things 
worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with 
few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is 
given, of him shall be much required: and 
to whom men have committed much, of 
him they will ask the more” (Luke 12:47-
48).
 We must be zealous for the truth, the 
same way that Peter was after the pouring 
out of Yahweh’s Holy Spirit, and give the 
same witness of repentance that he and 
Jonah gave in their days.  It is only through 

Jonah – One Amazing Prophet
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It’s a trait of human nature that when 
you’re surrounded by people who share 
the same set of assumptions as you, 

that you accept those assumptions as fact. 
We see it all the time in political polling. If 
the majority leans a certain direction then 
it must be right.
 Another human characteristic is that 
our beliefs become so deeply absorbed 
that they become a part of who we are, 
and that includes what we understand and 
practice about our faith and the Scriptures. 
Having our views challenged is never 
comfortable, especially when they are built 
on assumptions we can’t prove.   
 The attitude of the Greeks on Mars 
Hill who lunged at the prospect of learning 
something new from Paul was in the Greek 
DNA. If you were a Greek philosopher 
that’s what you did – you passively sat 

around looking for something new and 
fascinating to talk about.
 How many today do the same with 
the Scriptures, with no intent for anything 
beyond just being entertained by something 
they have never heard? How many know 
the obvious truth of the Sabbath but never 
act on it? How many have studied for years 
the seven annual Feast days, but have never 
attended one?
 For the vast majority, personal pride 
is always there to resist the truth. Many 
simply will not submit to the Word; their 
own obstinance keeps them from it. 
Proverbs 18:2 in the English Standard 
Version reads, “A fool takes no pleasure in 
understanding, but only in expressing his 
opinion.” 
 When we Bible students suddenly 
discover what the Scriptures actually teach, 

and not what tradition may say, and then 
excitedly go share this epiphany with 
others, our enthusiasm typically meets a 
closed door. 
 Truth is daunting because it makes 
us come face-to-face with the prospect 
of changing our life. The majority are 
comfortable in their error. After all, what 
would family and friends say if they 
followed the Word in everything it tells us?
Regardless, the truth is truth, and truth of 
the Word is not nearly as popular as error. 
Winston Churchill said, “A lie gets halfway 
around the world before the truth has a 
chance to get its pants on.”
 A key to success in outreach is to break 
through the barrier of resistance thrown 
up in defense of error. We humans can be 
very stubborn, but if a ray of light comes 
through, the sincere heart will respond and 

Assumptions About the Bible
by Alan Mansager
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follow it. Galileo said, “All truths are easy 
to understand once they are discovered; the 
point is to discover them.”
 One man expressed his discovery of 
the sacred Name this way, “It is so simple 
and logical, why can’t more people see 
it?” Instead of admitting their error, many 
invent specious arguments.
 Mark Twain’s advice serves well here, 
“When in doubt tell the truth.” 
 What is more logical than to acknowl-
edge and use an individual’s name, 
whether man or Mighty One? What is more 
irrational than saying, “I’ll call Him what I 
want to call Him”? Is that what we say to 
each other?
 We read of the honorable Bereans in 
Acts 17:11-12: “These were more noble 
than those in Thessalonica, in that they 
received the word with all readiness of 
mind, and searched the scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so.” 
 This passage is testimony to a noble-
minded people. They heard the Word and 
then proved it for themselves. They took 
nothing for granted. Only after a careful 
examination of the Scriptures would they 
come to accept any teaching as true. They 
followed Psalm 119:2, “Blessed are they 
that keep his testimonies, and that seek him 
with the whole heart.”

Danger: Blind Intersections
To assume is to suppose something to be 
true. We make assumptions every day. But 
there are times when assumptions can pose 
a danger. 
 If we have car trouble we don’t just 
presume it will be all right if we keep 
driving.  We research for the problem or 
take it to a mechanic. 
 If we are overcharged on a bill by a 
few hundred dollars, do we just assume it 
must be correct and pay it? 
 What is more important than eternity? 
Most are secure in the assumption that 
what they have been told about salvation is 
true “because my pastor would not mislead 
me.” But what if he himself is misled? 
 They balance their faith and their 
future fate precariously, assuming that their 
minister, their church, and their ancestors 
were correct. That’s a big leap of faith if 
done without checking the Scriptures first.
 A lot of assumptions don’t make sense, 
and some are nonsense. For example, a few 
advocate for the pronunciation of Yahuah 
over Yahweh. They reason this because 

Yahudah, the Hebrew for Judah, has the 
same letters as Yahweh except for an 
additional letter “d” or dalet. Just remove 
the dalet, they say, and you have Yahuah. 
 This is not how Hebrew works. It 
defies the laws of grammar and etymology. 
It’s like pulling the “s” out of Jose to create 
the name Joe. The first thing that comes 
to mind is, why would anyone do that to a 
name?
 The Jews altered their pronunciation 
of Yahweh by adding vowel points from 
Adonai, but they never manipulated the 
actual Hebrew letters. They knew that 
doing so would alter the very name as well 
as its meaning, which all Hebrew names 
have. 
 Nearly every Hebrew word is based 
on a two- or three-letter root. And Yahudah 
and Yahweh come from different roots. 
Yahudah is from 3063, yahuwdah, from 

the root yadah, meaning to give thanks or 
praise. Yahweh is 3068, Yahweh, from the 
root 1961, hay-waw-hay, meaning to exist, 
to be. Yahweh’s Name is from the verbal 
root of existence; it does not mean to give 
thanks or praise.

Covering the Spectrum
YRM is a full-service ministry of teaching 
and serving Yahweh and the brotherhood. 
We cover the whole gamut of biblical 
truth. Our reason for existing is not just to 
promote a few pet doctrines. We look for  
an answer to every question and teaching 
of the Scriptures, if we can find it. 
 The Apostle Paul is our example when 
he said in Acts 20:27, “For I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel 
of Elohim.”  He admonished the ministry 
in the next verse to “take heed therefore 
unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
the which the Holy Spirit hath made you 
overseers, to feed the assembly of Elohim, 
which he hath purchased with his own 
blood.” King David said in Psalm 40 that 
he had not hid Yahweh’s truth from the 
congregation.
 Who sits down to a four-course meal 
and stops with the salad? Do you feed on 

the whole Word? If you are being called, 
then you are responsible to know and 
follow all the Scriptures and everything 
taught by Yahweh in them.
 Paul used the metaphor of a race 
for his striving to follow all the Word. 
You don’t win races by riding a rocking 
horse. Everyone must seek to accomplish 
the whole counsel of Elohim just as did 
Yahshua and His disciples. 
 Paul told Timothy in his ministerial 
instructions in 2Timothy 4:2: “Preach the 
Word [not just part of it]; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”

Ministerial Malpractice
How can so many honestly say they are 
“preaching the Word” when they sidestep 
the lion’s share of it, avoiding questions 
and refusing to address anything outside 

their area of comfort? How many have the 
desire and wherewithal to tackle the myriad 
of subjects in Scripture, many of them 
problematic to the unstudied? 
 Can they give solid, scriptural answers 
to topics like a rapture and the essence of the 
Holy Spirit? Do they know anything about 
the covenants, the second resurrection, the 
spirit world, Sabbaticals and Jubilees, the 
scriptural calendar, the Feast days, and age 
of accountability? 
 Are they well-versed in what Yahweh 
requires for salvation? Do they do what 
Yahshua did and teach what Yahshua taught 
about the Kingdom and how the saints will 
serve in it? What do they teach about the 
purpose for baptism and circumcision? Do 
they understand who the early believers 
were, and where the name “Christian” 
comes from?
 These are all fundamental doctrines 
that the covenant believer should have 
under his or her belt because they are central 
to  the Bible and the New Testament.

One-shot Wonders
Too many ministries focus almost 
exclusively on one thing that interests 
them. Some spotlight Yahshua’s return and 

Most are secure in the assumption that 
what they have been told about salvation is 
true “because my pastor would not mislead 
me.” But what if he himself is misled? 
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claim to have it all figured out.  
 But if Yahshua said that only Yahweh 
knows the day and hour of His return, and 
Paul, under inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
didn’t know all the prophetic details, then 
how can anyone say they have prophecy all 
wrapped up?  
 Paul wrote in 1Corinthians 13:12, 
“For now we see through a glass, darkly; 
but then face to face: now I know in part; 
but then shall I know even as also I am 
known.”  
 Understanding prophecy inside and out 
is pointless unless we realize the purpose 
for it. Yahshua explains it in Matthew 
24:32-33: “Now learn a parable of the fig 
tree; When his branch is yet tender, and 
putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer 
is nigh. So likewise ye, when ye shall see 
all these things, know that it is near, even at 
the doors.” 
 Yahshua said that the reason for 
prophecy is so that we will be prepared 
spiritually to take on the next level of our 
purpose – Kingdom rulership – when He 
returns.
 Paul also knew this. He said in Romans 
16:25-26:  “Now to him that is of power to 
stablish you according to my good news, 
and the preaching of Yahshua Messiah, 
according to the revelation of the mystery, 
which was kept secret since the world 
began, But now is made manifest, and by 
the scriptures of the prophets, according 
to the commandment of the everlasting 
Elohim, made known to all nations for the 
obedience of faith.” 
 Throughout the Word prophets 
prophesied for the purpose of turning the 
hearer into obedient worshipers of Yahweh.
In Deuteronomy 18:18-22 and Jeremiah 
23:32 we find three tests of a true prophet 
and hence the reliability of his prophecy:
1. If he speaks in Yahweh’s Name [Heb. 
shem – His actual Name and not a title]
2. If the prophecy comes to pass
3. If the prophecy promotes true worship.
If the prophet fails in any one of these, he 
has no credibility, Deuteronomy 13:3-4. 
 Many think they don’t need a faith or 
the Bible because they are righteous enough 
already. They believe that everything will 
turn out okay in the end. They will live 
their lives the best they know how just 
as their parents, grandparents, and great-
grandparents did. 
 Their logic is, “If my forbears weren’t 
that concerned about spiritual things why 

should I worry?”
 The biblical response to that is in Acts 
10, where we are introduced to Cornelius, 
the first gentile convert from the apostles’ 
evangelism. He was a devout worshiper 
of Yahweh, generous to the poor, always 
praying –  certainly a good man by any 
standard. Yet he was told in an angelic 
vision to send for Peter and he would 
be shown what else is necessary in his 
life. Despite his goodness, he was still 
lacking. When Peter came to his house, he 
commanded Cornelius and his household 
to be baptized (Acts 10:48). 
 The lesson of Cornelius is that just 
being a “good” person is not good enough, 

we must be grafted into the covenant 
promise through immersion. Once the 
commitment through baptism is made, then 
1John 5:5 says that believers overcome the 
world through obedience to Yahweh.

More Assumptions that Fail
Here are more popular notions that don’t 
pass the Scripture test. 
• To accept Yahshua’s death and 
resurrection means you are born again and 
fully “saved.” 
 Yahshua explains in John 3 what “born 
again” means.
 “Yahshua answered and said unto him, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of Yahweh...Yahshua answered, Verily, 

verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of Yahweh. That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit...The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so 
is every one that is born of the Spirit.” 
 A “born again” individual is no longer 
flesh and blood, but spirit essence. Spirit is 
invisible, like the wind. Being born again 
happens at the resurrection and not before. 
That fact also means that being saved 
happens at the resurrection, 1Corinthians 
5:5.

• Yahweh supernaturally saves you by 
grace with no need for works. 
 Is that what the Scriptures teach? 
Notice the following:
 “But whoso looketh into the perfect 
law of liberty, and continueth therein, he 
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of 
the work, this man shall be blessed in his 
deed,” James 1:25.
 “For the Son of man shall come in the 
glory of his Father with his angels; and 
then he shall reward every man according 
to his works,” Matthew 16:27.
 “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give 
honour to him: for the marriage of the 
Lamb is come, and his wife hath made 
herself ready,” Matthew 19:7.
 “He that overcometh, the same shall be 
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clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot 
out his name out of the book of life, but 
I will confess his name before my Father, 
and before his angels,” Revelation 3:5. 
 Clearly, an active, ongoing obedience 
and overcoming of sin is mandated for the 
reward of salvation. 
 On the other hand, those who rebel 
and refuse to obey will be barred from the 
Kingdom: 
 “Know ye not that the unrighteous 
shall not inherit the kingdom of Yahweh?” 
1Corinthians 6:9.
• I’m a good person. I’m kind to 
children and stray dogs. How can I be 
condemned?
 The Bible is concerned with sin. And 
all of us have sinned (Rom. 3:10, 23). Sin 
is the breaking of Yahweh’s laws, 1John 
3:4. Sin is unwillingness to conform to 
Yahweh. 
 Whether we are “good” in society’s 
eyes is meaningless if we ignore or defy 
Yahweh and His precepts. Paul explains 
the difference in 2Timothy 3:5, 7: 
“Having a form of holiness, but denying 
the power thereof: from such turn away. 
Ever learning, and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth.” 
 Grace is granted for past sins. Romans 
3:24-25 tells us, “Being justified freely by 
his grace through the redemption that is in 
Messiah Yahshua: Whom Elohim hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in 
his blood, to declare his righteousness for 
the remission of sins that are past, through 
the forbearance of Elohim.” 
 Paul said that with Yahweh’s grace 
he labored more abundantly, 1Corinthians 
15:10. In addition he was also careful to 
be in subjection to Yahweh’s will or risk 
being cast away, 1Corinthains 9:27.
 We are saved by grace in order to 
do good works. Ephesians 2:10 reads, 
“For we are his workmanship, created in 
Messiah Yahshua unto good works, which 
Yahweh hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them.”
• Churchianity teaches that the “L-rd’s 
day” is Sunday. 
 Let’s find out what the Bible says. 
 “Woe unto you that desire the day of 
Yahweh [the L-rd]! to what end is it for 
you? the day of  Yahweh is darkness, and 
not light,” Amos 5:18.
 “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and 
sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let 
all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for 

the day of Yahweh [the L-rd] cometh, for 
it is nigh at hand; A day of darkness and of 
gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick 
darkness, as the morning spread upon the 
mountains: a great people and a strong; 
there hath not been ever the like, neither 
shall be any more after it, even to the years 
of many generations. A fire devoureth 
before them; and behind them a flame 
burneth: the land is as the garden of Eden 
before them, and behind them a desolate 
wilderness; yea, and nothing shall escape 
them,” Joel 2:1-3.
 The Day of Yahweh [the L-rd] is the 
time when Yahshua returns to earth in 
power and might. It will be a time of battle 
and tribulation, as all other references to 
this time describe. It does not refer to 
Sunday worship. 
• If we don’t judge others, we won’t be 
judged ourselves.
 Typically Luke 6:37 is referenced 
here: “Judge not, and ye shall not be 
judged: condemn not, and ye shall not 
be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be 
forgiven.” The word judge is the Greek 
krino and means to condemn, as we see in 
the next clause. No one but Yahshua has 
the right to condemn anyone.   
 There is a judgment believers are to 
do, however, and it deals with actions 
when it comes to right and wrong, John 
7:24. 
 We read in  2Corinthians 5:10,  “For 
we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Messiah; that every one may 
receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad.”
 Yahshua is the Judge, John 5:22, and 
each will answer for the life he or she has 
lived, Romans 2:6.

‘I’ve Been Too Bad to Be Forgiven’
Another assumption speaks to the opposite 
extreme. “You don’t realize my past,” 
some say. “Yahweh would never have me. 
I can never be forgiven for what I’ve done. 
I’ve been too bad to be saved.” 
 Yahweh is the one who does the 
saving, so why don’t we let Him decide 
whom He will and will not save? 
 For those with this concern consider 
what we learn from the Jews on Pentecost. 
Peter told them that they killed the Son 
of Elohim (Acts 2:23, 36). They were 
justifiably worried. What could anyone do 
worse than that? 

 When they asked what they should 
do now, Peter didn’t tell them that they 
couldn’t be saved. He told them, “Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Yahshua for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 2:38). 
 If Yahweh could forgive the ignorant 
men who were responsible for the murder 
of his only begotten Son, why wouldn’t 
He forgive anyone who repents and turns 
to Him?

What Yahweh Demands
Until we get to the point where we 
realize that sin in our lives is destroying 
us spiritually, emotionally, in our 
relationships, in our families , and in our 
society– until we come to the realization 
that it is sin born of seeking to please self 
that is the real cancer in our life, then 
nothing will change.
 Yahweh will not accept anyone 
without repentance and transformation. 
He is looking for the heart willing to do a 
complete about-face. Peter told the crowd 
in Acts 2 to repent and be baptized and 
they would receive the gift of the Spirit.
 Repentance is the Greek word 
metanoia and means a complete change 
of mind, attitude and, heart. That is what 
impacts sin, along with the realization 
about what causes us to walk in ways 
displeasing to Yahweh.
 When I repent before my immersion, 
I am telling Yahweh that from that point 
on He will see a new and different me. Sin 
will no longer rule in my life. No longer 
will I rebel or make excuses for myself; 
rather, I am going to obey His statutes and 
teachings. I am sick of the dead-end life 
I have lived and I want His blessings in 
the time I have left on earth. Most of all, I 
want to see the Kingdom. I want to live for 
eternity in His service.
 I fully understand that this is a serious, 
permanent change in my life from which 
I must never go back. If I understand but 
then go back and take up my former life 
of sin and rebellion and living for myself, 
there is only judgment awaiting me 
(Hebrews 6). 
 I’m not committing to Him because 
my family or friends have done it. Or 
because someone talked me into it. I am 
taking this important step because I hunger 
from the depths of my heart to serve Him 
in His kingdom forever.
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20 Challenging Verses
    Answers      Restoration Study Biblewith  from the       

And Enoch walked with Elohim: and he was 
not; for Elohim took him, Genesis 5:24

Theis passage does not support our going to heaven. 
Hebrews 11:5 says Enoch was translated that he should not 
see death. The Greek is metatithemi, meaning “carried over,” 
which is how it is used in Acts 7:16 when Jacob died and was 
carried over to Sychem to be buried. Enoch is listed here with 
other saints awaiting the resurrection.

And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and 
unto Jacob, by the name of El Shaddai, but by my 
name Yahweh was I not known to them, Exodus 6:3

This is not stating that the patriarchs did not know 
Yahweh’s Name. Genesis 12: 8 says they called on Yahweh’s 
Name. The NIV says, “This does not necessarily mean that 
the patriarchs were totally ignorant of the Name Yahweh, but 
it indicates that they did not understand its full implications 
as the Name of the one who would redeem His people.

And it came to pass, as they still went on, and 
talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, 
and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; 
and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven, 
2Kings 2:11

The Bible speaks of three heavens, the first being 
the earth’s atmosphere where whirlwinds exist. Elijah 
was transported to another location on earth, evident by a 
subsequent letter to King Jehoram, 2Chronicles 21:12. If he 
had gone up to heaven then the prophet Elisha would surely 
have known it and would not have consented to a search for 
him by the 50 sons of the prophets, 2Kings 2:7, 15-18.

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect, Matthew 5:48

The tense is future, to become perfect or wholehearted. 
The Aramaic adds sincere. The injunction is to strive for 
holiness and completeness through obeying the Truth.

In the end of the sabbath, as it began to 
dawn toward the first day of the week, came 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the 
sepulchre… He is not here: for he is risen…Matthew 
28:1, 6

Yahshua had already risen when the women came to 
the tomb while it was yet dark. Dake’s Annotated Reference 
Bible says, “He was put in the grave Wednesday just before 
sunset and was resurrected at the end of Saturday at sunset. 
Good Friday should be changed to Good Wednesday. No 
statement says that He was buried Friday at sunset.”

And the first day of unleavened bread, when 
they killed the passover, his disciples said unto him, 
Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou 
mayest eat the passover? Mark 14:12

The word “first” is from the Greek protos, which means 
foremost or before in time. This passage would be better 
rendered, “before the day of unleavened bread.”

Yahshua answered and said unto him, Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of Yahweh, John 3:3

This should be “born from above,” which indicates 
spirit essence. One cannot be born again and remain mortal 
(1Cor. 15:22-23, 50-54).

In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. … I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also, 
John  14:2-3

This passage speaks of positions in a heavenly family, 
not a dwelling place in heaven. The word house is oikia which 
refers to a family, while mansions is the Greek meno, to be 
in a given place, state, relation or expectancy. The saints will 
rule on earth at Yahshua’s return, Rev. 2:26; 5:10.

And the voice spake unto him again the second 
time, What Elohim hath cleansed, that call not thou 
common, Acts 10:15

The object lesson in Peter’s vision was to get him to 
overcome his prejudice against “unclean” Gentiles, which 
is clear in verse 28. Yahshua spiritually broke down that 
separation so that all people could find salvation in Him.  

 
And when he had apprehended him, he put him 

in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of 
soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring 
him forth to the people, Acts 12:4

“Easter” in the Greek is pascha, from Aramaic meaning 
the Passover. This mistranslation in the KJV is not supported 
in any other modern translation, all which correct  it to 
“Passover.” Herod was an Edomite and quasi-Jew who would 
not be observing the pagan Easter, especially not in Judea.

Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain 
which went out from us have troubled you with 
words, subverting your souls, saying, You must be 
circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no 
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(continued from p. 11)
our witness that the truth of the Bible can 
be put forth throughout the world. We 
must be true to our cause and take up the 
burden of Yahshua. We must not hesitate 
to do the work of Yahweh, nor do any less 
than is expected of us.  We should certainly 
do more than is expected of us so that we 
receive a greater blessing from Yahweh.

Three-day Test of Our Own Faith
There is a lot of valuable, faith-building 
truth to be found in the Book of Jonah. To 
believe in its witness of Jonah’s being in the 
belly of the fish three literal days and the 
application of this witness to the Messiah’s 
being in the heart of the earth three literal 
days is a testimony of our faith in Yahshua. 

To deny this truth is to deny Yahshua as 
the Messiah and lose the hope of salvation 
that comes only through Him. Once we 
have faith in Yahshua as the Messiah, we 
must be ready, willing, and able servants 
of the Messiah and Yahweh, and go out 
and proclaim the message of repentance as 
Yahweh has bid us, not hesitating as Jonah 
did, but being faithful servants.

such commandment, Acts 15:24
This verse is not found in the source texts and is 

omitted in the New English Bible, Twentieth Century New 
Testament, Revised Standard Version, New International 
Version, Jerusalem Bible, and Goodspeed.

For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to 
us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these 
necessary things; That ye abstain from meats 
offered to idols, and from blood, and from things 
strangled, and from fornication....Acts 15:28-29

The gentile converts from heathen religion worshiped 
through these perversions. James says to stop these 
abominations immediately and in time to learn about 
obedience to Yahweh through Moses (the law) as it is taught 
each Sabbath, 15:21 (also 21:25).

For Messiah is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth, Romans 
10:4

“End” is from the Greek telos and means goal or point 
aimed at, as shown in the Hebrew-Greek Key Study Bible. 
The same word telos is used of Yahweh in James 5:11. If telos 
means the law has come to an end, then so has Yahweh!

One man esteemeth one day above another : 
another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man 
be fully persuaded in his own mind, Romans 14:5

Paul is not referring to a day of worship but to choosing 
a day for fasting and vegetarianism as shown at the beginning 
of the chapter.

 Now concerning the collection for the saints, 
as I have given order to the assemblies of Galatia, 
even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week 
let every one of you lay by him in store, as hath 
prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I 
come, 1Corinthians 16:1-2

This passage is not about the day of worship but about 
collecting foodstuffs for the brethren at Jerusalem suffering 
from a severe famine (Acts 11:27-30). The collection, which 
would be gathered by Paul’s visit at the beginning of the 
week, was “for the saints” and not the church.

Ye observe days, and months, and times, and 

years; I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon 
you labour in vain, Galatians 4:10-11

Paul wrote this to the Galatians who were Celtic 
converts from a heathen religion. Paul is concerned that they 
were reverting to their old ways, verse 9, which involved 
worship of deities that “are no mighty ones,” verse 8.

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that 
was against us, which was contrary to us, and took 
it out of the way, nailing it to his stake. …Let no 
man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in 
respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the 
sabbath days, Colossians 2:14, 16

Ordinances is the Greek dogma and refers to laws 
handwritten by men, not Yahweh’s laws which are not 
contrary to us, Romans 7:12. “Let no man” means no one 
outside the faith, as only those in the body of Messiah are 
fit to discern the proper observance of Yahweh’s days and 
commands (but the body of Messiah is to judge such, v. 17).

For every creature of Elohim is good, and 
nothing to be refused, if it be received with 
thanksgiving, 1Timothy 4:4

Many fail to read the next verse. Food is clean and 
acceptable so long as it is sanctified by the Word (Yahweh’s 
law), verse 5.

For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and 
took joyfully the spoiling of your goods knowing in 
yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an 
enduring substance, Hebrews 10:34

The phrase “in heaven” was likely a translator addition. 
It does not appear in many modern translations. 

For there are three that bear record in heaven, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit: and these 
three are one. And there are three that bear witness 
in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: 
and these three agree in one, 1John 5:7-8

All but one text existing before the 16th century omit 
this Trinitarian  passage, as confirmed in the Jerusalem Bible, 
NIV, and Companion Bible. The Harper Collins Study Bible 
says, “Only a few very unreliable manuscripts contain the 
Trinitarian addition to verse 7.”
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Discover the Truth Going to Israel
YRM is planning a second trip to the Holy Land in the fall of 2016. This trip will be different from the previous in that 
the main purpose is to record full length programs for Discover the Truth. It’s our goal to record a minimum of 12 
programs. Locations for episodes will likely include: Caesarea, Tel Megiddo, Mount Carmel, Tel Dan, Caesarea Philippi, 
ancient location of Sodom and Gomorrah, Mount of Olives, City of David, Golden Gate, Valley of Hinnom, Capernaum, 
Chorazim, and the Garden Tomb. We are estimating a total cost of approximately $15,000. If you would like to help with 
this important work through a tax-deductible donation, you can send your financial gift to: YRM, c/o Israel Pilgrimage, 
PO Box 463, Holts Summit, MO 65043. You can also donate online @ donate.yrm.org. Please make sure to notate that 
the funds are for the 2016 Israel Pilgrimage.

Join Yahweh’s Restoration Ministry for this year’s Passover and Feast of 
Unleavened Bread celebration. This commanded event will be observed in Holts 
Summit, Missouri. The most likely dates are April 20-29. However, there is a small 
chance the barley may be seen a month early, changing the dates to March 22-30 
(we will know more after March 10).

The Passover is the most solemn of Yahweh’s observances. It marks the 
death of the firstborn of Egypt and the death of Yahweh’s only begotten Son, 
Yahshua the Messiah. As a special note, those who join us for the Passover 
Memorial must be baptized into the Name of “Yahshua” by an ordained minister.

The Feast of Unleavened Bread is the first of three annual pilgrimage Feasts 
and offers a time of not only removing the physical leavening, but also the spiritual 
leavening from our homes and lives. This Feast also commemorates the offering 
of the wavesheaf (first fruits of the barley harvest) in the Old Testament and the 
Messiah’s resurrection in the New Testament.

To honor our Father Yahweh we will have worship services along with 
several Bible studies throughout the Feast, including on the High Days and weekly 
Sabbath. We will also have several communal meals and activities throughout the 
entire celebration.

For lodging, YRM has a small campground with five tent sites and four RV 
sites available free of charge on a first-come, first-served basis. All sites have 
electrical hookups. We hope to also have full hook-ups available for the RVs. To 
reserve a site, simply contact the Ministry at (573) 896-1000 or mail@yrm.org.

There is also one hotel, America's Best Value Inn, in Holts Summit, 2 miles 
from the assembly. You can receive a discount if you inform the front desk that you 
are visiting Yahweh's Restoration Ministry, "a local religious organization." (This 
discount is valid only by phone or in person). The front desk has a local map to 
YRM, simply ask. To make a reservation, call 573-896-8787.

 Other lodging options are in Jefferson City, Mo., 10-15 miles from the 
Assembly. For more information on lodgings or any other general inquires, contact 
the Ministry. We pray that you will make plans NOW to join us for these special 
times. The time of reflection and spiritual growth during the Passover and the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread will be a blessing for all in attendance! 

Make  plans to Join YRM for 
Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread 2016
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A one-of-a-kind Bible...

The

eStore
Visit our new eStore at store.yrm.org, where you will find the Restoration Study 
Bible, DVDs of the Discover the Truth programs, select apparel, and other items. In 
a desire to keep all items affordable, they will be provided at near cost. In addition, 
all programs will be available to watch FREE of charge online in their entirety. This 
new eStore is a service for believers, providing items you can’t find anywhere else!

again

NOW in economical  

paperback!

$27.99
$44.99

$35.99

$18.99

(Content is the same in all four choices)
4
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When I read Hebrews 6:4-
6 and 10:29-31 I worry that 
Yahweh will not forgive 
my past and I become 

desperately fearful. Are these verses 
telling me I am beyond His grace?

Hebrews 6:4-6 and 10:29-31 in 
no way preclude repentance. 
The only unpardonable 
sin is blasphemy of the 

Holy Spirit, which is when a believer 
completely rejects the truth without 
future repentance. From your email, it 
appears you have not done this.
 You need to fully repent of your past 
sins, which means a complete turning 
away from your offences and making 
a 180-degree change in your life. Then 
continue to study and follow His Word. 
 While the average church teaches a 
few basic biblical principles, they miss 
many key teachings. For example, the 
Bible teaches observance of the seventh-
day Sabbath, the annual Feasts, and 
clean foods. The Bible instructs us to 
call upon the Father’s Name, Yahweh 
(Acts 2:21 and Romans 10:11-13) and 
to be immersed and call upon the Name 
of Yahshua the Messiah, our Savior 
(Acts 2:38; 4:12). There are other truths 
that we also must strive to follow if we 
hope to be found worthy of our Father’s 
salvation.
 We would be glad to assist you 
in your walk and quest for truth. As 

a starting point, review and study our 
Statement of Beliefs. This will provide 
a solid foundation from which to begin 
your journey.

I am a ‘seeker.’ How do 
you conclude that God’s 
proper name is ‘Yahweh,’ 
rather than ‘Jehovah,’ and 

His son’s name being ‘Yahshua,’ rather 
than ‘Jesus’? Why don’t you use the 
name ‘Jehovah’ and ‘Jesus’? I’m not 
challenging, I’m inquiring...for a clear 
understanding.

We have confirmed the 
truth of the Names Yahweh 
and Yahshua through many 
decades of study and research. 

The name Jehovah is an impossibility in 
Hebrew and Greek, as neither language 
contains a J or J sound. The letter J was 
the last letter to be added to the English 
alphabet, only about 500 years ago. 
 The Encyclopedia Americana 
verifies this: “The form of J was unknown 
in any alphabet until the 14th century.” 
Also, the name Jehovah arose in part 
when the Jews added the vowel points 
from the Hebrew Adonai to the four 
Hebrew letters of Yahweh’s Name, i,.e., 
yod-hay-waw-hay. While this was done 
out of reverence, it in essence breaks 
the Third Commandment by bringing 
Yahweh’s Name to nothingness. 
 Nearly all scholars will freely admit 

that Jehovah is a misnomer and the correct 
pronunciation for the Father’s Name is 
Yahweh. Consider the following: 
• “The Lord. The Hebrew for his name 
is Yahweh (often incorrectly spelled 
‘Jehovah’...)” (NIV Study Bible note at 
Exodus 3:15, 1998).
• “The prophets commonly used 
Yahweh for God, English sometimes as 
Lord, sometimes as Jehovah, the latter 
being a hybrid form which should be 
written Yahweh (YHWH)” (Harper’s 
Bible Dictionary, 1973).
• “The proper personal name of the 
God of Israel, signifying ‘I am who I am’ 
(Ex. 3:14-15) ... Out of reverence for this 
name, the term Adonai, ‘My Lord,’ was 
later used as a substitute. The word Lord 
in the present version represents this 
traditional usage. The word ‘Jehovah’ 
arose from a false reading of his name as 
it is written in the current Hebrew text” 
(The New American Bible Dictionary, 
1987).
• “Properly, the name should be 
pronounced ‘Yahweh’ as it is spelled in 
many modern versions. In this paraphrase 
‘Yahweh’ is translated either ‘Jehovah’ or 
‘Lord’ (The Living Bible, note at Exodus 
3:15, 1971).
• “Jehovah, an erroneous trans-
literation of the Hebrew name YHWH, 
often represented as Yahweh” (The 
Barnhart Concise Dictionary of 
Etymology, 1995).
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 As with Jehovah, the name Jesus 
with its “j” is impossible in any language 
before the 15th century. The original 1611 
version of the King James reads “Iesus” 
for “Jesus.” Also, the Messiah in John 
5:43 said that He came in His Father’s 
Name. This includes the family prefix of 
“Yah.” The J form lacks the “sh” sound 
in the Greek, hence the “s” (in Jesus). 
The “us” ending is nominative masculine 
singular in the Greek.   
 This ending would not have existed 
in a Hebrew name. In addition to these 
discrepancies, most scholars agree that 
the Messiah’s Name was not “Jesus,” but 
was or resembled Yahshua. For example: 
• “Jesus, [a savior,] the Son of God, 
the Messiah, the savior of the world. 
This name is composed of Yah, or Jah, I 
shall be, and Shua, powerful;-‘I shall be 
the powerful.” (Diaglott, appendix under 
Jesus, 1942).
• “Yah Shua transliterated name 
{3091 yahshua} {3442, 3443, yashua} 
[2424 ieesous] Yah Saveth; the name 
of Mosheh’s successor, the name of 
the Messiah, and the name of other 
persons” (ExeGeses Bible, lexicon under 
Yahshua).
• “The Greek form of a Hebrew 
name, which had been borne by two 
individuals in former periods of the 
Jewish history – Joshua, the successor 
of Moses, and Jeshua, the high-priest, 
who with Zerubbabel took so active 
a part in the re-establishment of the 
civil and religious polity of the Jews 
on their return to Babylon. Its original 
and full form is Jehoshua, becoming by 
contraction Joshua or Jeshua” (Vincent’s 
Word Studies in the New Testament, 
Jesus).
• “…the rendering of ‘Savior’ only 
gives part of the Hebrew meaning. In the 
original Hebrew, ‘Joshua’ literally means 
‘Yahweh saves’ or ‘Yahweh-Savior’! For 
the first syllable of ‘Joshua’ in the Hebrew 
is Yah, an abbreviated form of Yahweh...” 
Graves further observes that Yahweh 
“has literally stamped upon the Messiah’s 
Name (1) His own name – Yahweh and 
(2) His own title – Savior” (The God of 
Two Testaments, Robert Brent Graves).
 For additional information on the 
names Yahweh and Yahshua, please see 

our booklet, Your Father’s Name.

In the article, “The Final 
Judgment of the Last Great 
Day,” you speak of how 
important it is to keep ALL 

of Yahweh’s laws. Do you have a list 
of the laws, statutes and judgments and 
their scriptural references? I have seen 
the 613 Mitzvots presented by the Jews, 
but the scriptural references they give for 
each Mitzvot do not always match the 
Mitzvot, and the Mitzvot cannot even 
sometimes be found in the Bible. 

When we say that we are to 
obey all the commandments, 
we emphasize those taught 
and practiced by Yahshua 

and His disciples. See the Restoration 
Study Bible charts on pp. 135, 1423, and 
1759.  You referred to 613 laws; this list 
was compiled by Rabbinic Judaism and 
the compilation is nowhere in Scriptures. 
The fact is, not all laws apply in our day 
and age.   
 For instance, Yahshua’s sacrifice 
replaced the laws of animal sacrifice. 
Because our nation is not a theocracy 
as was Israel, there are Old Testament 
judicial laws made for the government 
that we individuals cannot enforce. 
Along with these are some civil laws 
that no longer apply. For example, the 
command to place a fence around our 
roofs for safety would not apply as most 
don’t use their roofs for living space as 
in Bible times. While not complete, our 
list of the salvational commandments is 
in our Statement of Beliefs. 

A friend tells me that the 
Name Yahweh should be 
Yahuah. Can you explain 
how this name is arrived at?

The rendition Yahuah has 
literally been manu-factured 
from Yahudah, the Hebrew 
for Judah, which has the 

same letters as Yahweh except with an 
added letter “d” or dalet. Those who 
advocate for Yahuah say to just remove 
the dalet and you have Yahuah. We can’t 
change anyone’s name by pulling letters 

out. We have no right to do what is so 
disrespectful and dishonest, especially 
when it comes to the most holy Name in 
the universe. See a detailed explanation 
of Yahuah on p. 13 of this RT issue. 

Why does YRM require a 
head covering for women 
during worship? Doesn’t 
Paul state a woman’s hair is 

her covering? Also, why don’t we find it 
commanded in the Old Testament?

The head covering is a 
biblical teaching. Paul in 
1Corinthians 11:5-6 states, 
“But every woman that 

prayeth or prophesieth with her head 
uncovered dis-honoureth her head: for 
that is even all one as if she were shaven. 
For if the woman be not covered, let her 
also be shorn: but if it be a shame for a 
woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be 
covered.” 
 The word for “covered” here is 
from the Greek katakalupto and means 
“to cover wholly, i.e. veil” (Strong’s 
Concordance). The Thayer’s Greek 
Lexicon adds, “…to veil or cover 
oneself.” Clearly, this word refers to a 
woman not covered with a physical veil 
or head covering. 
 In verse three Paul explains that the 
veil is a sign of order or submission. 
He says, “But I would have you know, 
that the head of every man is Messiah; 
and the head of the woman is the man; 
and the head of Messiah is Yahweh.” 
In addition to submission, the head 
covering is also a sign of modesty, as 
only immoral women went without veils 
in the ancient world. Jamieson, Fausset, 
and Brown Commentary explains, “In 
putting away the veil, she puts away the 
badge of her subjection to man (which is 
her true ‘honour’), and of her connection 
with [Messiah], man’s Head. Moreover, 
the head-covering was the emblem 
of maiden modesty before man (Gen. 
24:65), and chastity (Gen. 20:16). By 
it unlawful excitement in assemblies is 
avoided, women not attracting attention. 
Scripture sanctions not the emancipation 
of woman from subjection: modesty is 
her true ornament.” 

Q
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We recognize our outreach partners for their outstanding 
dedication to the Truth in their effort to fulfill  the Great 
Commission. If you are interested in becoming an 
outreach partner to help us spread the Truth, visit 
http://www.yrm.org/outreach or call us at (573) 896-1000 
during normal office hours (M-F, 8:00 am- 4:00 pm.) We 
willl explain how you can be an outreach partner and join 
this group committed to spreading the Good News!
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Robert Block
Johnette Brim
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Susan E. Hylton
John Illgen
Naomi Jeffers
Norman Jones
Robert W. Kountz
Donna Lambert
Bonnie Lewis
Linda Lowe
Carol Metzenthin
Kim Miller
Christina Morales
Priscilla Mulanda
Zipporah Mwangi
Dave Nesta

Wayne Pitchford
Lisa Reeves
John Rowe
Lillie Sadler
Ray Sandoval
Alicia Sargent
Betty Stockman
Candice Strauss
Russ Thain
Joyce Thurau
Diana Wilson
Becky Windsor

 While the head covering is not 
directly commanded in the Torah or the 
first five books of the Bible, it is clearly 
seen as a practice. As noted, it is found 
in Genesis 24:65 and 20:16 along with 
Numbers 5:18 and Ruth 3:15. It’s also 
important to realize that all Scripture 
is profitable for instruction, not just 
the Torah. The fact is, there are many 
important laws found outside the Torah, 
including not buying or selling on the 
Sabbath, Nehemiah 10:31. As Moses 
had the authority to give commandments 
on behalf of the Father, Yahshua the 
Messiah (who personally taught Paul, 

Gal. 1:12) had the same authority, (Deut. 
18:18, Acts 7:37).
 Regarding a woman’s hair represent-
ing the head covering, this view is based 
on 1Corinthians 11:15. Paul states there, 
“But if a woman have long hair, it is a 
glory to her: for her hair is given her for 
a covering.” 
 What many don’t understand is 
that this is a different Greek word and 
a different type of covering from what 
is mentioned in verse 6. “The word 
‘covering’ is derived from the Greek 
peribolaion, signifying something that 
is thrown around as a vesture to frame 

the face. This word connotes the hair as 
an enhancement to the face. 
 Her long hair is her glory, and not 
to cover it would make her out-glory 
her husband. Therefore, if she doesn’t 
cover it she should shave it all off, Paul 
writes in verse 6. If a woman’s hair 
alone served as a spiritual covering, 
then every woman would have a natural 
spiritual covering and Paul’s instruction 
to be shorn would be meaningless” 
(Restoration Study Bible, 3rd Ed., note 
on 1Cor. 11:15).  For more detailed 
information, see our booklet, Scriptural 
Headship. 
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“I’m a student at Liberty University who 
uses the Restoration Study Bible for 
the majority of the research papers and 
essays I write. I reference the Bible in 
the footnotes, but I want to make sure 
I am not infringing upon any copyrights 
and seek your permission to continue 
doing so. I also will be publishing some 
articles on our assembly’s website 
where I wish to use this Bible as my 
preferred source.” – RM

“I was blessed through His Name, and 
to know that there is a Bible that uses 
His true Name.”  – FM

“I have been blessed in so many ways 
by your ministry that I don’t know where 
to begin. Fifteen years ago I started 
reading the Bible for myself, on my 
own, away from my church … Bible 
studies. As time went on, the more I 
read and studied on my own, the more 
questions I began to have about what 
I had been taught in the church all of 
my life. What I had been taught was not 
only NOT lining up with what the Bible 
taught, but the doctrines of the church 
and the holy days of obligation, etc., 
were mostly not even to be found in 
the Bible. My beliefs and my faith were 
being turned upside down and inside 
out to the point I became lost, so lost 
that I hungered for nothing but the truth. 
Then I found your ministry. I found what 
I believe to be the truth, and I thank and 
praise [Yahweh] for your coming into 
my life. I have your new Restoration 
Study Bible, your publications, your 
Bible mini-course, and have just heard 
about your messages on DVD, so I am 
now requesting them, too! …Thanks 
for coming to my rescue with your truth, 
understanding, and patience.” – SS

“Your ministry has been showing me 
things and teaching me things and 
making my faith stronger and showing 
me things that my church has never 
taught or showed me.” – KJ

“It was great to worship with you on 
Nov. 14. It was a real blessing. It was 
good to see and talk with [brethren]. My 
whole family enjoyed [fellowship] night. 
We enjoy your broadcasts as well as 
we get good spiritual advice. You are 
truly doing Yahweh’s work and a great 
work.” – PW

“Thank Yahweh for leading me to your 
television program, Discover the Truth. 
I am no longer going to the [name]
church since I have found out that I am 
not alone in believing that Christmas is 
a pagan holiday and that women are 
still supposed to cover their heads in 
worship. Pray for me that next month 
I will have enough money to purchase 
my copy of Yahweh’s Restoration Study 
Bible, Third Edition.” – DM

“This past year I’ve been blessed calling 
on the name Yahweh my Elohim, and 
the Messiah Yahshua. After reading 
the Restoration Study Bible it really 
opened my eyes to His Truth. I knew 
there was more to His Word. I learned 
a great deal reading the Restoration 
Study Bible. I share it with some of my 
friends now. Now they stop calling. One 
lady told me I have too much time on 
my hands. I said thank you. I tell my 
children what I told them. I have been a 
Sabbath keeper for 30 years or more.”  
        – JB

“It’s refreshing to finally hear truth. I’ve 
been watching the Church Channel 
(TBN Network) for a couple of years and 

just found your show about six months 
ago. Your literature is a blessing, I’ve 
learned so much more from your 
pamphlets and when I’m done with 
them I pass them around.” – JM 

Personal contact is a highly effective 
way to share the Truth. We encourage 
all to share what they have learned 
with others who have a sincere and 
accepting heart for Truth.
     – ED

“I have learned that the holidays of the 
world are pagan. There is no place in 
the Bible where we are commanded to 
keep them. I have learned that [Yahweh] 
commands us to keep the Sabbath day 
holy, to keep the Feasts, and to use the 
correct names of our Heavenly Father, 
Yahweh, and our Savior, Yahshua. I 
learned that His Feasts are all about 
Yahweh’s plan for mankind through His 
Son, Yahshua.” – MN  

“YRM has opened a door of truth that 
no man can shut. The Scriptures have 
meaning that have produced fruit in my 
life. Thank you for destroying years of 
meaningless traditions in my life.”

“I was drawn to your ministry having 
briefly viewed your program on the 
Church Channel. Since I do not have/
want a computer, I purchased a ROKU 
box and study everything multiple times 
by stopping/restarting the ROKU. I love 
learning the truth. I can now drop the 
useless Christmas ‘holidays,’ rapture, 
and afterlife theories to make time for 
real learning and preparation to live in 
Yahweh’s Kingdom if He approves me 
for the first resurrection.” – SB
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Visit DiscovertheTruth.tv to watch all the latest programs.

Watch the Discover the Truth Television program 
nationwide every week as Hosts Alan Mansager 
and Randy Folliard bring back historic biblical 

truths that have been lost or ignored since the 1st century 
CE. The truths are rooted in the Old Testament and continue 
today through the New Testament revelation brought by the 
Messiah Yahshua.

Church Channel “Nationwide” (DirecTV channel 371, Dish Network channel 258, various 
Cable outlets) Saturdays 6:30 pm CT (7:30 pm ET, and 4:30 pm PT)
Angel One Channel “Nationwide” (Dish Network channel 262) Sundays 11:00 am CT (12:00 
pm ET, and 9:00 am PT). 
Uplift  TV (DirectTV channel 379) Saturdays 10:00 pm Central; Sundays 9:00 pm Central
Mid-Missouri CW (Digital 8.3) Sundays 10:00 am CT 
Mid-Missouri KOMU, NBC  (Digital 8.1) Sundays 5:30 am CT
Mid-Missouri KRCG, CBS  (Digital 13.1) Sundays 6:30 am CT
Roku- “Worldwide” Roku boxes are available at most major retailers, including Walmart, 
Target, Best Buy, Sam’s, and online merchants like Amazon. Our Discover the Truth channel 
on Roku is free. 
Youtube Channel- “Worldwide” Watch all our latest programs from your computer or smart 
phone: youtube.com/yrmstaff Subscribe and get all the latest updates!


