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If you were to invent the easiest and most popular religion in the 
world, you would probably do the following:

• You would tell your followers that their only obligation is to 
believe. You would teach them that there is no need to conform to 
any commands, because that would be bondage. 

• You would constantly remind them that all obligations of 
righteousness, including lawkeeping, have been met for them by a 
personal Savior. (Never mind that after keeping all the law perfectly 
Himself, He commanded us to do the same.)

• Finally, in your religion no one would need to worry that their faith 
would ever be tried, or that they may have to defend their convictions 
or suffer for their beliefs. When the end-time tribulation comes, they 
will be miraculously whisked away to a heavenly sanctuary, while 
everyone else who is not of the faith — including perhaps family and 
close friends — will still be on earth suffering unspeakable horrors. 
Your faithful, however, will watch all the pain and death from a safe 
and glorious paradise in the sky, granted to them simply by divine 
caprice.
 Imagine how attractive your religion would be! Who in his or her 
right mind would not want to have the ultimate in blessings — all for 
doing nothing? And when testing comes, they will be immediately 
removed from the conflict without having to answer for or defend 
their faith. Is it any wonder that so many people choose to accept 
these same teachings? 
 But there is a problem. The Scriptures nowhere support any of 
this. In fact, the exact opposite is the case.
 Nowhere in the 66 books of the Bible do we find that all we need 
is faith alone. No such statement exists or is implied. On the contrary, 
James 2:17 reads, “Even so faith, if it has not works, is dead, being 
alone.” 
 The doctrine against doing any kind of “works” (sometimes called 
“works righteousness”) springs from the writings of the Protestant 
Reformation, many of which were in defiant response to Roman 
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Catholic excesses and demands of onerous penance on the people.
 Nowhere in the pages of the inspired Word, however, is there 
any example of or statement relating to being in “bondage” because 
of obedience to the higher standards of the Scriptures.
 Neither is there even one sentence saying that because Yahshua 
the Messiah met the requirements of obedience, that we don’t need 
to. On the contrary. We are told that His perfect obedience was an 
example for us, and we are to follow in His footsteps, 1Peter 2:21-22.
 And finally, we are never promised an oasis from the trials 
of life.  Paul wrote to young Timothy: “Yea, and all that will live 
righteously in Messiah Yahshua shall suffer persecution,” 2Timothy 
3:12. Overcoming trials is what being a True Worshiper is all about, 
and it leads to eternal reward, James 1:12.        

The Word ‘Rapture’ Is Missing 
We are nowhere told in the inspired 
Word to expect to be snatched 
away to heaven to watch our 
earthbound loved ones suffer and die 
agonizing deaths during the worst-
ever disasters and conflagration 
prophesied to engulf this planet. 
In fact, the word “rapture” never 
appears in the Scriptures.
 Are we any better or more 
privileged than the prophets of old, 

who suffered for their faith? James 5:10 says that their lives and 
experiences are patterns for us, “Take, my brethren, the prophets, 
who have spoken in the name of Yahweh, for an example of suffering 
affliction, and of patience.”
 So what of the idea of a rapture, in which the saints will allegedly 
be removed from the earth before end-time tribulation? Is there 
Scriptural support?
 The rapture doctrine says that the Messiah will return and either 
secretly whisk away the saints or take them openly to heaven with 
Him. There they will spend either 3 ½ or 7 years in safekeeping while 
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tribulation rocks this planet. 
 The rapture teaching rests heavily on 1Thessalonians 4:15-17: 
“For this we say unto you by the word of Yahweh, that we which are 
alive and remain unto the coming of Yahshua shall not prevent [go 
before] them which are asleep [dead]. For the Master himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of Elohim: and the dead in Messiah shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Master in the air: and so shall we ever 
be with the Master.”
 Trying to make this passage refer to a pre-tribulation rapture of 
protection is incongruous, considering that the dead are said to go 
first. The dead don’t need to be raptured to safety because they are 
dead. Their souls, according to the rapture teaching, will already be 
up in heaven. In truth, this passage is speaking of the final day when 
Yahshua returns to earth to set up His Kingdom, and all the saints, 
living and dead, will be gathered to be with Him to rule in a thousand-
year period on earth. 
 The timing of the event is critical. Are the saints taken before or 
after the Great Tribulation? We will find out momentarily.
 Other questions that need answering: where is the support for a 
silent, secret rapture — which some believe will occur — amid “a 
shout,” “voice of an archangel,” and a trumpet blast? Is there perhaps 
a “silent” Second Coming and then a Third Coming? If so, where is 
the Scriptural evidence?
 Let’s learn the whole truth and see whether the entire rapture 
teaching squares with the plain and clear teachings in the Word of 
Yahweh.

As in the Days of Noah
In Matthew 24:30-33, Yahshua in His own words reveals what will 
happen when He returns to earth: “And then shall appear the sign of 
the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his 
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elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. Now 
learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and puts 
forth leaves, you know that summer is nigh: So likewise you, when 
you shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors.”
 Here we see that when Yahshua returns, the final trumpet will 
sound and He will gather His elect from one end of heaven to another 
(not huddled all together in one place, as some teach).
 Continuing with verses 37-39, we read, “But as the days of Noah 
were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days 
that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, 
And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man be.”
 Yahshua tells us that people everywhere will be carrying on their 
lives oblivious to what is about to happen, just as they were before the 
earth was inundated by water. Noah and his family were the bright 
lights amid all of the dark, earthly evil. They are called righteous by 
Yahweh in Genesis 7:1.
 But notice. We read that the final events will be just like those in 
Noah’s day. And what happened with righteous Noah and his family? 
Were they raptured from the planet just before the devastating flood? 
No, on the contrary, they remained on earth. Yahweh had guided 
Noah to prepare a place of earthly safety and protection — a giant 
ark floating on the flood waters.  
 Now note what happened to the wicked. We read that Yahweh 
“took them all away.” They were taken and destroyed in the waters 
and only Noah and his family remained.
 Yahshua said it will be the same way at the end of the age: “Then 
shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 
Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and 
the other left.” In the same manner as in the days of the flood, at 
Yahshua’s coming the wicked will be removed first and the righteous 
will remain. 
 The disciples asked Him where these “taken” ones, meaning the 
wicked people, will go. For the answer we go to a parallel account in 
Luke 17:35-37, where Yahshua said. “Two women shall be grinding 
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together; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two men shall 
be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. And they 
answered and said unto him, Where, Master? And he said unto them, 
Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together.”
 What did He mean by “body” and “eagles”? This verse has 
a translation difficulty in the KJV which, once cleared up, makes 
understanding crystal clear. Let’s go back to Matthew 24. This 
passage about the coming of the Messiah is an improved rendering 
of the same account we just read in Luke 17:35-37. 
 In verses 27-28 of Matthew 
24 we find: “For as the lightning 
comes out of the east, and shines 
even unto the west; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be. 
For wheresoever the carcase is, 
there will the eagles be gathered 
together.” 
 Here the translators used the 
more correct “carcase” in translating the word ptoma, which in Greek 
means “ruin, lifeless body, corpse.” The word for “eagles” refers more 
accurately to vultures. Eagles are not carrion eaters as are vultures. 
 Vincent’s Word Studies in the New Testament says about the 
word eagles in this passage, “Eagles. Rev. puts vultures in margin. 
The griffon vulture is meant, which surpasses the eagle in size and 
power. Aristotle notes how this bird scents its prey from afar, and 
congregates in the wake of an army,” p. 75. There will be millions 
dying when the angel comes to separate and destroy the wicked first.
 The New English Bible translates Matthew 24:28: “Wherever the 
corpse is, there the vultures will gather.” Goodspeed reads, “Wherever 
there is a dead body, the vultures will flock.” The New International 
Version reads, “Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will 
gather.”
 Does this sound like a glorious place of safety where the saints 
will be taken up in a rapture? On the contrary, Yahshua told His 
disciples that those taken, meaning the wicked, will be destroyed, 
not whisked off to safety in heaven!
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Tares Separated First
In His parable of the wheat and tares in Matthew 13, Yahshua 
corroborates what we have confirmed in Matthew 24, that the rapture 
is the exact opposite of what most people think.
 “Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom 
of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: 

But while men slept, his enemy 
came and sowed tares among the 
wheat, and went his way. But 
when the blade was sprung up, and 
brought forth fruit, then appeared 
the tares also. So the servants of 
the householder came and said unto 
him, Sir, did not you sow good seed 
in your field? from whence then 
has it tares? He said unto them, An 
enemy has done this. The servants 
said unto him, Will you then that 
we go and gather them up? But he 
said, Nay; lest while you gather 
up the tares, you root up also the 
wheat with them. Let both grow 
together until the harvest: and in 

the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather together first the 
tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat 
into my barn” (Matt. 13:24-30).
 “As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so 
shall it be in the end of this world. The Son of man shall send forth 
his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity; And shall cast them into a furnace 
of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth” (40-42).
 “So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come 
forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, and shall cast them 
into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth” 
(49-50). 
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 But couldn’t Yahshua have already come and gathered His elect 
to safety by this time? some may be wondering. Obviously, if the 
righteous were already raptured, they would not still be on earth 
among the wicked when the wicked are removed.
 The rapture doctrine says that Yahshua will come in two stages: 
“for” His saints, represented by the Greek word parousia, and the 
second stage being “with” His saints, revealed in the Greek word 
apokalupto. In fact, New Testament usage makes no distinction 
between these two Greek words. The doctrine says that the word 
parousia in 1Thessalonians 4:15-16 is an initial coming “for” His 
saints before the tribulation. However, parousia is also used in 
2Thessalonians 2:1 and 8, where His coming clearly is at the end of 
the tribulation.
 Similarly, parousia and apokalupto are found in Matthew  24:37 
(coming) and Luke 17:30 (revealed), respectively. Both speak of 
this same coming of Yahshua using the context of the days of Noah 
where the wicked are removed first.
 In all three verses in John 6:40, 44, and 54 Yahshua tell us 
that the righteous will be raised up at the last day. The “last day” 
occurs after the tribulation, not before. The last day refers to the 
final resurrection of all believers, John 11:24. That is the timing of 
1Thessalonians 4:15-17.

Protection Right Here on Earth
Just as Noah was protected on earth during the catastrophic flood, 

and Israel was protected in 
Egypt during the passing 
over of the death angel, 
Yahweh promises the same 
kind of earthly protection 
for His people in the last 
days: 
     “And to the woman were 
given two wings of a great 

eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where 
she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face 
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of the serpent. And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood 
after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the 
flood. And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her 
mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his 
mouth” (Rev. 12:-16).
 The terms “wilderness,” “flood,” and “earth” demonstrate 
unequivocally that the saints will find protection on earth, not in 
heaven. Satan certainly has no power to chase the saints around in 
heaven!
 Yahshua specifically prayed in John 17:15 that the righteous not 
be taken from the world, but that they be safeguarded. His prayer 
directly contradicts the notion of a coming rapture to heaven. In 
Matthew 24:22, the Messiah said that for the sake of the elect, the 
last-day tribulation will be shortened, otherwise no flesh would be 
saved. This tells us that the elect will still be on earth and it is because 
of them that Yahweh will make an end to destructive events.
 It is impossible to reconcile with the Scriptures the idea that the 
saints will be protected in heaven from end-time tribulation. Bible 
prophecy clearly maintains that there will be many who will be 
martyred for the Truth in the last days (see Dan. 8:24; Matt. 24:9; 
Rev. 13:7 and 20:4).
 In Revelation 12:17 Yahshua revealed, “And the dragon was 
wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant 
of her seed, which keep the commandments of Yahweh, and have 
the testimony of Yahshua the Messiah.” Obviously there are saints 
obedient to Yahweh yet on earth — not in heaven —and still subject 
to attack by Satan. Revelation 6:9-11 plainly shows that many True 
Worshipers will undergo 
end-time martyrdom. 
 Daniel was protected 
from lions even while right 
in their midst in the lion’s 
den. His three friends 
escaped destruction of the 
fiery furnace by miraculous 
protection while still in the 
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furnace itself. Israel had to endure the first three Egyptian plagues in 
the land of Goshen, and only then were they protected (while still in 
Goshen, on Egyptian soil). 
 Revelation 7 reveals a similar destiny for the people of Yahweh 
in the last days. Before the angel releases divine plagues that will 
devastate the earth, the saints of Yahweh will be sealed in their 
foreheads for protection, verse 3. That sealing is His Name, we read 
in Revelation 14:1 and 22:4. As with Israel in Goshen, however, 
there is nothing stating that the people of Yahweh will not have to 
endure the man-made tribulation that will come first. This is detailed 
in Revelation 6:1-8.
 Another passage that directly rebuts a rapture is Revelation 7:14, 
where one of the elders inquires of the identity of all those people 
dressed in white robes. “And I said unto him, Sir, you know. And 
he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb.” These saints proved faithful and stood fast in the coming 
tribulation and they are now granted a position in the Kingdom of the 
Messiah. 
 Rewards are not given to those who 
escape, but to those who endure and 
overcome (Rev. 2:26). Revelation 20:4 
says there will be martyrs who refuse to 
worship the beast who will be beheaded for 
the witness of Yahshua. Are we to assume 
that these martyrs are the evil people left 
behind on earth during the Tribulation? 
Obviously not. They are the saints, whose 
preaching, teaching, righteous example, 
and martyrdom will convert many to the 
truth during the reign of the Antimessiah.
 The next verse presents a real problem 
for the doctrine of the rapture. Most rapturists maintain that the 
righteous living and righteous dead will be raptured off to heaven 
before the tribulation (a teaching known as the pretribulation rapture). 
But notice: “But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand 
years were finished. This is the first resurrection,” Revelation 20:5.  



Had there already been a rapture, this would be the second resurrection, 
not the first.

Does the Savior Make a U-turn?
Yahweh promises protection for the righteous, although some will 
be called on to give up their lives as a witness of faith to others. 
Resurrecting them to life again is no problem with Yahweh, and they 
will be the first to rise at the last trumpet blast when Yahshua returns.
 A key question that needs to be answered is, where will Yahshua 
the Messiah go when He comes in the clouds and raises His saints? 
Will He return to heaven? That is what the rapture teaching says.
 We read in 1Thessalonians 4:17 that the righteous will “meet the 
Savior in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Savior.” Does He 
take the saints and return to heaven for as much as seven years for 
the duration of the Tribulation? 
 The word “meet” is the Greek apantesis and is used in only two 
other places in the New Testament. One such place is Matthew 25:6, 
where the virgins meet the Bridegroom (meet here is apantesis) and 
they continue on to the wedding feast. He does not reverse direction 
and take the virgins back to heaven where He came from. Verse 13 
tells us that this meeting is “the day and hour when the son of man 
comes” at the Second Coming.
 The other instance where apantesis is used is in Acts 28:15. Paul 
is heading to Rome and a delegation of Roman brethren go to meet 
(apantesis) him. Paul approaches, they meet and continue on to Rome, 
his destination. He did not reverse course.
 Yahshua’s destination is the Mount of Olives, not a return to 
heaven, Zechariah 14:4. His intent is to set up his throne at Jerusalem 
“in that day.” He does not reverse direction and head back to heaven 
with the newly gathered saints.

Rapture: A Perilous Teaching
The rapture doctrine is just another aspect of the modern, false idea 
of gain without pain. Something for nothing. No effort or overcoming 
is necessary. Such an idea is completely foreign to Scripture. In the 
Book of Acts we read, “Confirming the souls of the disciples, and 
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exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through 
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of Elohim, ” Acts 14:22.
 The rapture doctrine is not only unscriptural, but it will also 
prove to be sinister. Instead of spiritually preparing people for what 
is coming, which is the whole reason we are given Bible prophecy 

in the first place, people are being 
led to believe the lie that they will be 
delivered out of it all. 
     Revealed prophecy is not given 
so that we can become lax and 
lackadaisical. Prophecy is intended to 
draw us closer to Yahweh: “…those 
things which are revealed belong to 
us and to our children forever, that 
we may follow all the words of this 
law,” Deuteronomy 29:29. Notice as 
well what Romans 16:25-26 tells us: 
“...according to the revelation of the 
mystery, which was kept secret since 

the world began, but now is made manifest, and by the scriptures 
of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting 
Elohim, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith.”
 How will millions react when they 
find themselves facing the biggest 
challenge of their lives and they are 
completely unprepared? Yahshua tells 
us how: He says that at that time men’s 
hearts will be “failing them for fear”! 
(Luke 21:26).
 May we not be deceived into false 
confidence by a teaching that does not 
exist in the Scriptures.                        
 We need to heed Yahshua’s 
admonishment about the last days, “And 
take heed to yourselves, lest at any 
time your hearts be overcharged with 
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surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day 
come upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all them 
that dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray 
always, that you may be accounted worthy to escape all these things 
that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man,” Luke 
21:34-36
 It is time to find the promised protection and salvation that come 
from knowing and following the truth, and escape the destruction that 
results from the misguided doctrines of man.

13



 

Contact Information:

Yahweh’s Restoration Ministry
PO Box 463

Holts Summit, MO 65043

Phone: 573-896-1000

Online Addresses:
Home page: www.yrm.org

Television Program: www.discoverthetruth.tv

E-mail: mail@yrm.org 



This publication is published by Yahweh’s Restoration Ministry. We are 
a body of believers striving to teach the original truths that were passed 
down to Moses and reiterated by our Savior Yahshua the Messiah. We 

have spent decades researching the Bible and modern teachings to carve away 
error that developed and crystalized through centuries of pagan influence and 
compromise. We are on a quest to return to the Truths of the first-century, New 
Testament believers before heresies and foreign teachings polluted and changed 
much of worship. Even in the Apostle Paul’s day the errors of false religions and 
heresies began to take root through syncretism. 

To help you increase your 
understanding and come to a 
better knowledge of the true 
faith we provide an extensive 
library of scholarly literature, 
DVDs, and CDs on request. 
These teaching tools are made possible by the generous tithes, gifts, and offerings 
of our members and supporters across the country and around the world who 
believe in this ministry and this important message.  Thanks to their help we are 
able to provide this material without charge.

 
We invite you to join us online at www.yrm.org to read, watch 
or listen to important teachings all at a click of a button. For 
those scattered brethren around the world who do not have a 
place to fellowship we broadcast all our services online with 

real-time text chat so that anyone can be a part no matter 
where their location. Remember to share this information 
with a friend.

Courtesy of:




