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by Alan Mansager

N

ews reports are filled with
daily updates on the Chinese
coronavirus, which is infecting
tens of thousands and causing jitters
the world over. It is wreaking havoc
on travel worldwide as nations are
guarding their borders and travelers are
quarantined.
World financial markets are being
hammered. The scare is affecting the
price of oil and other commodities.
It’s amazing what just the response
to a viral outbreak can do.
The coronavirus gets its name
from its corona-like appearance, such
as seen in a solar eclipse. This virus is
a large, hardy, and sprawling family of
pathogens.
Birds, cows, pigs, horses, and dogs
all get infected with their versions of the
virus.
Yahshua prophesied that pestilences
such as this would climax in the latter
days because of a world sick with
sin, Matthew 24:12. He warned in
Matthew 24:7: “For nation shall rise
against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom: and there shall be famines,
and pestilences, and earthquakes, in
divers places.” Pestilence means any

by Alan Mansager

deadly infectious malady, according to
the Greek.
This prophecy of Yahshua ties
in with His pale horse prophecy of
Revelation 6:8: “And I looked, and
behold a pale horse: and his name that
sat on him was Death, and the grave
followed with him. And power was
given unto them over the fourth part of
the earth, to kill with sword, and with
hunger, and with death, and with the
beasts of the earth.”
Pale represents disease, and death
from disease and starvation. But note
also the tie to beasts. The reference is
speaking more than of a direct attack by
ferocious animals. Hunger and death are
a result of plague.
The prophet Ezekiel echoed the
warning about coming diseases with
animals also a part of the mix: “So I will
send you famine and evil beasts, and
they shall bereave you; and pestilence
and blood shall pass through you...”
5:17.
Why are animals included with
sickness and death in these prophecies?
It is a fact that most flu-like viruses
originate in animals from the Orient,
mostly China.

When the Scriptures talk about
deadly diseases, they need not be
brand new pathogens. They can also
be mutations of existing viruses. That
is why annual flu shots are not always
effective as there are viral mutations
that render them unfazed by a particular
vaccine. Immunologists can only take
their best shot at the virus strain that they
project to be dominant each flu season.
Hijacking Pathogens

There are untold trillions of viruses in
our world. Viruses are both hijackers
and parasites. They do their dirty work
by commandeering cells and inserting
their own genetic material into them,
deactivating the cell’s natural DNA or
RNA and replacing it with their own.
The cell’s machinery, having been
taken over by the virus, starts cranking
out duplicate viruses.
Coronaviruses are also stealthy.
They can swap genes, making them
more easily interchangeable. These
gene-swapping mutations happen when
different viruses infect the same animal
simultaneously.
A group called EcoHealth Alliance,
which studies the origins of viruses, says
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We face consequences
when we sin by
breaking the clean
foods laws. And
one result is viral
disease that becomes
pandemic.
that viruses bind to a human cell through
a receptor. Humans have cell receptors
similar to bats, which are known carriers
of the corona virus.
The present coronavirus outbreak
was reported to have started in a
Chinese seafood market which also sold
processed meats. Those meats included
donkeys, pigs, camels, foxes, badgers,
rats, hedgehogs, and reptiles.
Scientists suspect that the corona
virus was acquired from an animal sold
at that market.
A study of the genetic code of the
novel 2019-nCoV coronavirus revealed
that the new virus is most closely related
to bat SARS-like coronavirus samples
from China, initially suggesting that the
bat may be the origin of 2019-nCoV and
that the bat virus might have mutated
before infecting people.
But researchers found that the
coronavirus might also have come from
snakes. Not only do Chinese eat bats and
snakes, rats, dogs, donkeys, oysters and
shrimp, but they also sometimes eat such
unclean meats raw.

We know about the heavy metals
concentrated in oysters, clams, shrimp,
lobster, and some bottom-feeding fish
prohibited in Yahweh’s laws. But what
is not so well-known is the viral danger
of certain unclean creatures.
In Leviticus 11:43 Yahweh says, “Ye
shall not make yourselves abominable
with any creeping thing that creepeth,
neither shall ye make yourselves unclean
with them, that ye should be defiled
thereby. For I am Yahweh your Elohim:
ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves,
and ye shall be holy; for I am holy:
neither shall ye defile yourselves with
any manner of creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth.”
We face consequences when we
sin by breaking the clean food laws.
And one result is viral disease that
becomes pandemic. The metaphor is now
complete.
Evils of sin work like viruses,
commandeering hosts and inserting bad
thoughts into whoever is receptive.
Then those infected go on to infect
others with sinful ways and the cycle
continues.
Yahshua said in Mark 7:21 “For from
within, out of the heart of men” comes
sinful behavior. If you let sin bind to you
it will change you from the inside.
The virus of sin has overtaken the
world we live in. The prophet Jeremiah in
17:9 wrote, “The heart is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked: who
can know it?”
He Gave Us Defenses

Laws Against Eating Some Animals

Yahweh doesn’t leave us defenseless
when it comes to viruses, bacteria, and
other pathogens. And neither does He
leave us without a way to overcome
the sin virus that so easily besets us, as
Hebrews 12 tells us.
The ability to keep you healthy
required phenomenal design and
forethought . Unless it worked well from
the beginning of life, a requirement that
rules out evolution, viruses, bacteria, and
other destructive agents would have won,
and we would not be here to marvel at
such amazing abilities in our bodies.
White blood cells or leukocytes
are on constant patrol and looking for
pathogens. When they find them they
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As our Maker and Designer, Yahweh
Almighty gave us His dietary laws for
a good reason. To protect our health He
commanded only certain meats be eaten.
The clean food laws of Leviticus 11 and
Deuteronomy 14 are designed to keep us
not just undefiled in a religious sense but
physically healthy.
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begin to multiply and send signals out
to other such cells to do the same.
These defense cells first must
identify either friend or foe. Once a
foe is detected, the leukocyte must
rapidly locate and overtake the invader.
Then it engulfs the germ, destroying
it. This search out and destroy mission
is repeated by these soldier cells many
times in their lifespan.
Yahweh the Designer

King David wrote in Psalm 139:14, “I
am fearfully and wonderfully made.” Our
miraculous bodies have been endowed
with many defensive systems that protect
us from invading pathogens.
Our skin is the first line of defense.
Antibodies in our tears, saliva, mucus
in our noses and lungs, and the
lymphatic system all work to stop and
destroy invaders.
Immunity is strongest in adulthood
as by that time we have been exposed
to many pathogens and developed more
immunity. That is why teens and adults
tend to get sick less often than children.
Amazingly, each immune system
can recognize invading bacteria, viruses,
and toxins. Once an antibody has been
produced, a copy remains in the body so
that if the same antigen appears again, it
can be dealt with more quickly. Therefore
each system has an immunological
memory and learns from every attack.
The miracle of the immune system
could only have happened under a
Creator. With no plan, with nothing
guiding and perpetuating them, the
immune systems in animals, plants, and
humans would have been a complete
impossibility no matter how many
billions of years passed in development.
If the many instructions that direct
an animal’s or plant’s immune system
had not been preprogrammed in the
organism’s genetic code when it first
appeared on earth, the first of thousands
of potential infections would have killed
the organism.

The large amount of genetic
information governing the immune
system could not have accumulated in a
slow, evolutionary sense.
Obviously, for each organism to have
survived, all this information must have
been there from the beginning. It had to
have been created.

and viable. In fact, long periods of time
not only don’t help evolution’s issues,
they make the theory even less likely.
In his book, In the Beginning, Walt
Brown observed,
“Research during the last several
decades has shown that the requirements

Nothing Created Everything?

Scientific advancements have shown
that evolution is an even more ridiculous
theory than it seemed in Darwin’s day. It
is a theory without a mechanism. We may
see related things but believing one came
from the other without knowing how is
pure fantasy, and it leaves unanswered
the big question,WHY?
Scientists can’t explain even basic
issues, and if they settle on one way
things “may” have developed it is still
purely a guess. Evolution is a mish-mash
of guessing games and figure juggling.
Not even appeals to long periods
of time will allow simple organisms to
“jump gaps” and become more complex

for life are incredibly complex. Just the
design that we see around us clearly
shows a designer. One scientist sees
design as an elephant in the room: It
takes up an enormous amount of space,
loudly trumpets, bumps into us, knocks
things over, eats a ton of hay, and smells
like an elephant. And we have to swear
it isn’t there.”
Yahweh Has the Last Word

Evils of sin work
like viruses,
commandeering hosts
and inserting bad
thoughts into whoever
is receptive.
Then those infected
go on to infect others.

Yahweh denounces the atheistic scentists
who avow the theory of evolution in spite
of its mountainous impossiblities.
“For the invisible things of him from
the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things
that are made, even his eternal power
and Majesty; so that they are without
excuse: Because that, when they knew
Elohim, they glorified him not as Elohim,
neither were thankful; but became
vain in their imaginations, and their
foolish heart was darkened. Professing
themselves to be wise, they became
fools…” Romans 1:20-22.
Restoration Times Magazine
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F R U I T O F T H E S P I R I T, LO V E

by Randy Folliard

F

ruits of the Spirit is an important
topic; Yahweh is more concerned
about how we behave and treat
one another than about some doctrines
in which we believe. 		
Yahshua’s ministry seems to have
been more focused on the inner-man
and less on theology. That’s not to say
that Yahshua was not concerned about
doctrine, but He’s more concerned about
who we are on the inside. That is what
doctrine is meant to impact.
For example, in Matthew 23:23
He defined the weightier matters as
judgment, mercy, and faith. As believers,
we can observe the Sabbath and Feast
days without blemish, but if we’re not
a good person inside, then those efforts
will gain us nothing. He wants us to be
living, breathing examples of what it
means to be disciples of His, and there’s
no better way of showing this than by
applying and living the attributes of the
fruits of the Spirit.
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Don’t Be a Pharisee

Paul lists these fruits in Galatians 5:2223. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance:
against such there is no law.”
This is one of the most important
passages in all of Scripture, as it lists
those attributes that Yahweh wants
us to adopt and live by. It’s important
that we understand things like love,
peace, and longsuffering. These are the
characteristics, the weightier matters,
that change who we are on the inside.
We can’t stress enough how
significant these principles are to
our Heavenly Father. It seems this
is one of the defining differences
between a Pharisee and a true believer
in Yahshua.
The Messiah reprimanded the
scribes and Pharisees for their hypocrisy
and lack of focus on the weightier
matters. And the truth is, over the years

we’ve seen many examples of this
Pharisaical behavior. If we’re simply
going through the motions of obeying
commandments such as the Sabbath
without showing love or compassion
to our fellow man, then we’re simply
wasting our time.
Yahshua said that we must exceed
the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees. We accomplish this by living
the characteristics we find described in
the above passage.
The Greatest Commandment

The first attribute we’ll focus on in this
series is love. It’s not a coincidence that
this is the first virtue listed. As Yahshua
verified in Matthew 22, love is the
greatest commandment we find in the
Word. To love Yahweh is first and to
love our neighbor comes second.
In fact, we find this command in
Leviticus 19:18, where Yahweh instructs
us to love our neighbor as ourselves.

“Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any
grudge against the children of thy
people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thyself: I am Yahweh.”
Love is a command and, according
to Yahshua in the New Testament, it’s
the second greatest commandment in
the Word.
Notice how we’re to love one
another: we’re to love our fellow man as
we love our selves. In other words, the
same standards we apply to ourselves,
we should also apply to others.
For example, if we desire to be loved
and to be shown compassion by others,
we ourselves must be willing to show
the same. As we want to be treated we
must treat others; this is what it means
to love someone as yourself.
John 15:12 shows how Yahshua
viewed this command: “This is my
commandment, That ye love one
another, as I have loved you.”
Yahshua loved us in that He died for
us; He bled for us; He suffered for us;
He gave everything He had so that we
might have the hope of everlasting life!
This is the same love we’re to have for
our fellow man, especially those in the
faith! As we contemplate the love of our
Savior, we should realize how deeply
our love should be for one another. If
we can’t fulfill this command, then
everything else we do is for naught.
The command to love is the
foundation of our Father ’s word.
Without love nothing will ever last. In
1Corinthians 13 Paul said that all things
would pass away except for love.
Love Is Forgiveness

We know this command isn’t easy, but
it is a command from our Savior that
we strive to follow. Love is so much
more than a feeling. Love is not only an
emotion but is something we show by
what we do. 		
One way in which we show love is
through forgiveness. Solomon speaks
about this in Proverbs 17:9. “He that
covereth a transgression seeketh love;
but he that repeateth a matter separateth
very friends.”
By covering an offense, meaning
to show forgiveness, we promote or

show love. Forgiveness is one of most
important attributes of love. Whether
it’s in marriage or friendship, for that
relationship to thrive forgiveness is an
absolute necessity.
Think about all the many instances
in Scripture revealing this single virtue;
all the times that our Heavenly Father
showed forgiveness to the Israelites of
old.
In Isaiah 1 we find that Israel was
in a state of apostasy and yet Yahweh
pleaded for their repentance. He wanted
nothing more than to show His love by
forgiving His people of their sins.
Our Savior also gave many parables
on forgiveness and in every example,
we find the same outcome, and that is,
we must forgive. In Yahshua’s example
prayer He said that if we don’t forgive
others then Yahweh will not forgive us.
For many, forgiveness isn’t easy;
countless numbers have a hard time
letting go of anger and animosity.
Love must include forgiveness, which
even though it is not always easy
and sometimes is a struggle, it’s an
obligation we have. 		
Sometimes overcoming takes time,
but over time we can conquer or at least
diminish whatever shortcoming we
might have. The secret to change is:
• to acknowledge a deficiency; and,
• persistence, having a never-quit
attitude. In everything, remember, if
we’re going to change we must never
give up or lose hope.
When it comes to love we can’t
ignore or forget about forgiveness. This
includes our spouse, brother in the faith,
and even our enemy.
A quotation from Martin Luther
King, Jr., reads, “We must develop and
maintain the capacity to forgive. He
who is devoid of the power to forgive is
devoid of the power to love.” This holds
a lot of truth: in essence, if we cannot
forgive, we cannot show love!
Love Is Selfless

Another attribute of love is selflessness.
Paul provides the definition in
Philippians 2:2-3. “Fulfil ye my joy,
that ye be likeminded, having the
same love, being of one accord, of one

mind. Let nothing be done through
strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem other better than
themselves.”
We find so many important lessons
in this passage. We are to be of one
accord, of the same mind. Unity is one
of those items that will literally make or
break a relationship, and this is true for
a spouse, family member, and brother in
the faith.
Paul also declares that nothing
should be done with selfish ambition
or conceit, but in lowliness of mind
esteeming others better than oneself.
This concept goes against our human
nature. For the carnal man it’s always
about “me,” but Paul says that for a
believer it should be about the other
person.
The term “selfish ambition” comes
from the Greek eritheia and according
to Thayer’s refers to “a desire to put
oneself forward, a partisan and fractious
spirit…” This same source goes on to
say, “Before New Testament times this
word is found only in Aristotle where
it denotes a self-seeking pursuit of
political office by unfair means.”
We all know the nature of politics,
especially as we’re seeing now in
this nation. Our political environment
seems more partisan and corrupt than
ever before. As believers, we’re not to
emulate corrupt politicians.
Instead of being self-centered or
self-seeking, we’re to think lowly or
humbly and count others better than
ourselves. To do this we must remove
selfishness, learning to look past one’s
ego and focus on the needs of others.
Doing this is an act of love; humbling
ourselves and caring for others is one of
the greatest proofs of love we can show.
The entire passage of 1Corinthians
13 is known as the love chapter and
there Paul explains what it means to
love and to show agape. In verse 5, Paul
relates that love does not pursue self: “…
[Love] seeketh not her own…” There’s
no room for a self-centered or selfish
believer in the Kingdom.
The opposite of selfishness is what
the Bible defines as humility or meekness.
Yahweh’s Word speaks volumes when
Restoration Times Magazine
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it comes to this characteristic. For
example, Yahweh chose Moses because
he was more meek than any other man.
His foremost attribute wasn’t courage
or military might, it was humility.
To show love, then, we must have
humility and be willing to sacrifice for
others. Remember, love is far more than
an emotion; it’s an action. A relationship
is all about sacrifice and providing
for the other person, especially in a
marriage.
I’ve known some spouses, mostly
men, who believe their position gives
them the right to be overbearing. In
those examples, I consider what our
Savior said about coming not to be
served, but to serve. 		
When our Savior walked this earth,
there was no one greater than He. So, if
position was a justification for pride or
selfishness, our
Savior would’ve
had every reason
to be served,
but this was not
His message or
purpose! Instead
we find a Savior
who insisted
on serving the
needs of others.
We’re to follow
His example;
as He gave all
for mankind, we
must be willing
to do the same.

We find this same lesson in 1Peter
1:22. “Seeing ye have purified your souls
in obeying the truth through the Spirit
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see
that ye love one another with a pure heart
fervently.”
This is a command from Peter, no
different from what we find in the Torah.
Peter tells us that we must purify our
souls through the sincere love of the
brethren. In the Greek, the word “purify”
means, “to make clean or to sanctify.”
Peter also says that we are to love
one another fervently from a pure
heart. The word fervently derives from
the Greek ektenos, which according
to Thayer’s means to love, “earnestly,
fervently, or intensely.” So, we find
that to love fervently is to love with
earnestness or intensity. We also find
from this same source that ektenos is

Love Is Sincere

Romans 12:9
tells us that love
must also be sincere. “Let love be
without [hypocrisy]. Abhor that which
is evil; cleave to that which is good.”
What does Paul mean that love is
to be without hypocrisy? The thought
is from the Greek anupokritos, which
means, “unfeigned or sincere…” What
he’s saying is our love can’t be dishonest
or disingenuous. If we’re simply putting
on a front or pretending to love others,
then we are wasting our time. Yahweh
knows our hearts and He knows whether
we’re being genuine.

8

Restoration Times Magazine
January-February 2020

from a verb showing action; love is an
action; love is what we do.
According to Barnes’ Notes, “The
phrase ‘with a pure heart fervently,’
means: (1) that it should be genuine love
proceeding from a heart in which there
is no guile or hypocrisy; and (2) that it
should be intense affection, ektenoos, not
cold and formal, but ardent and strong.”
Our love for one another, then, must
not only be sincere, but also intense or
overwhelming and not cold or frigid.
To love fervently from a pure heart

isn’t easy, but this is something that we
must all strive to do. Many people in the
faith seem to do great with the Sabbath
and other commandments, but many of
these same people fail miserably short
when it comes to fervent love. When
we compare keeping the Sabbath with
showing sincere, fervent love from a
pure heart, keeping the Sabbath is the
easy part.
Loving one another with the
fervency and intensity that we find here
is hard and requires a lot of change and
sacrifice on our part. But just because
it’s hard doesn’t mean it’s not possible.
Love Is Compassion

In 1Peter 3:8 we also find that love
requires compassion. “Finally, be ye all
of one mind, having compassion one
of another, love as brethren, be pitiful,
be courteous.” So
just like Paul, we
find Peter also
saying that we’re
to be of one mind.
Yahshua, also, in
John 17 prayed that
we would be one as
He and His Father
are one. Unity in the
body of Messiah is
very important.
Peter also
says that we’re to
be compassionate,
tenderhearted, and
courteous in our
love as brothers
in the faith. Over
the years we’ve
seen believers who
showed little to no compassion to their
fellow man. Those guilty of doing this
are missing the mark and not showing
sincere and fervent love. Realize that
this is how Yahweh wants us to treat one
another. Instead of showing animosity,
hatred, or bitterness, we should strive to
show compassion and mercy.
Love Is Patient

Another attribute of love is patience.
Paul speaks about this in 1Corinthians
13:4, where he tells us that love suffers

long or is patient. “Charity suffereth
long, and is kind; charity envieth not;
charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed
up.”
For many people patience is not an
easy attribute to show. But as we see
here, patience is so important when it
comes to true agape love. For example,
to have consideration and compassion
we must also show patience. Many of
these characteristics are connected. To
show true, sincere, fervent love a person
must also show patience.
This message is so important. In
fact, our salvation depends on how we
show love to those around us, especially
to those in the faith.
Love Is Not...

We’ve focused a lot on what love is,
but now let’s turn our attention to what
love is not. According to Paul, again in
1Corinthians 13:4, love is not jealous
or envious. “…charity [love] envieth
not…” Jealousy is one of the most
destructive characteristics in human
nature.
James concurs in chapter 3:14-16,
with, “But if you have bitter jealousy
and selfish ambition in your heart, do not
be arrogant and so lie against the truth.
This wisdom is not that which comes
down from above, but is earthly, natural,
demonic. For where jealousy and selfish
ambition exist, there is disorder and
every evil thing.”
If you believe that you hold within
you envy or jealousy, we encourage you
to pray about it and ask for forgiveness
and help. For those who sincerely want
to overcome these carnal habits, Yahweh
can see you through. Remember that the
life of a believer has always been about
overcoming. Yahweh doesn’t care who
we were before; what He cares about is
who we are today. Some people might
feel that they can never change, but
realize that with Yahweh, all things are
possible.
Along with jealously, pride is also
something we should avoid. Again we
read in 1Corinthians 13:4: “…charity
[love] vaunteth not itself, is not puffed
up.” Out of all the carnal habits of man,
this one may be the most destructive.

There’s nothing worse than a
believer with pride. One reason it seems
that pride is so destructive is that it often
prevents a person from being able to see
their shortcomings and repent. Pride is
often the root cause of strife in most
relationships.
So how does a person overcome
pride? The short answer is humility. You
see, with pride it’s all about you, but with
humility it’s all about putting yourself
down. As we saw in Philippians, we
should think lowly or humbly and count
others better than ourselves.
In 1Corinthians 13:5 Paul also
mentions that love is not easily provoked
or angered. “Doth not behave itself
unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not
easily provoked, thinketh no evil.”
The Bible has a lot to say about
someone who’s full of anger and strife.
For example, Solomon in Ecclesiastes
7:9 said, “Be not hasty in your spirit
to be angry: for anger rests in the
bosom of fools.” Anger is one of
the most destructive flaws in any
relationship. Strife has been known to
tear apart families, friendships, and even
assemblies.
Since anger is often the result of
pride, humility is good medicine for
overcoming anger. Another way of
dealing with it is being more patient or
compassionate.
We should remind ourselves that
life is short and these emotions that are
sometimes allowed to take root are not
worth the time. Some people live in a
constant state of anger, but not only do
they make themselves miserable, but
also those around them.
This same passage also speaks about
love not being arrogant or rude. The
word “arrogant” comes from the Greek
askaymoneho and refers to a person
who acts or behaves in a way that is
unbecoming. This goes back to what
Peter said about love being considerate
or compassionate.
Part of love is not being rude or
impolite, especially with those in
the assembly. We’re to show fervent
agape love and concern for those in
the body of Messiah. If we’re unkind
or inconsiderate, we miss the mark.

Hatred Blocks the Kingdom

For a final passage, let’s look at 1John
2: 9-11. “He that saith he is in the light,
and hateth his brother, is in darkness
even until now. He that loveth his
brother abideth in the light, and there
is none occasion of stumbling in him.
But he that hateth his brother is in
darkness, and walketh in darkness, and
knoweth not whither he goeth, because
that darkness hath blinded his eyes.”
John says that if we hate our brother,
we’re in darkness even until now. Based
on this, it’s impossible to be found
worthy of Yahweh’s kingdom if we
have hatred or animosity in our hearts.
This is the reason that understanding
how to love is so important.
Let us now summarize what love
is and what love is not:
Love is:
Forgiving
Selfless
Sincere
Compassionate
Considerate
Patient
Kind
Love is not:
Envious
Jealous
Proud
Easily angered
Arrogant
Rude
Scripture says that Yahweh is
love and that Yahshua showed that
love through His life and death. Our
eternal salvation depends on applying
these important principles. As we
learned from Paul in 1Corinthians 13,
if we have not love, then whatever we
do in this life is for naught. We may
give everything we have to the poor,
but if we have not love, that act of
charity gains us nothing.
Let’s consider these essential
truths and apply them to our lives.
May Yahweh give us strength to
overcome our personal shortcomings
so in the end we would all hear those
words, Well done, good and faithful
servant.
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Possessing a Positive Attitude

T

he Apostle Paul has an attitude
that we as True Worshipers must
possess if we are to endure to the
end and enter the Kingdom of Yahweh.
Philippians 4:4-9 provides his valuable
instruction:
“Rejoice in Yahweh always: and
again I say, Rejoice. Let your moderation
be known unto all men. The Master is
at hand. Be careful for nothing; but in
everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known unto Elohim. And the
peace of Yahweh, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts
and minds through Messiah Yahshua.
Finally, brethren, whatsoever things
are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report; if there be any virtue, and if
there be any praise, think on these
things. Those things, which ye have
both learned, and received, and heard,
and seen in me, do: and the Elohim of
peace shall be with you.”
Paul was no hypocrite; he practiced
what he preached. Here was a man who
had much that he could have complained
about. Second Corinthians 11 gives an
account of his many trials:
“Of the Jews five times received
I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I
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beaten with rods, once was I stoned,
thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night
and a day I have been in the deep; In
journeyings often, in perils of waters, in
perils of robbers, in perils by mine own
countrymen, in perils by the heathen,
in perils in the city, in perils in the
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils
among false brethren; In weariness
and painfulness, in watchings often, in
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in
cold and nakedness. Beside those things
that are without, that which cometh upon
me daily, the care of all the assemblies.
Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is
offended, and I burn not? If I must needs
glory, I will glory of the things which
concern mine infirmities” (vv. 24-30).
Despite all his sufferings, rather
than dwell upon the negative with grief
and sadness, Paul instead chose to
look on the bright side with joy and a
positive attitude. He turned the sorrow
and weakness of adversity into joy and
strength.
We read in 2Corinthians 12:9-10:
“And he said unto me, My grace is
sufficient for thee: for my strength is
made perfect in weakness. Most gladly
therefore will I rather glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Messiah
may rest upon me. Therefore I take
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses

by Bob Wirl

for Messiah’s sake: for when I am weak,
then am I strong.”
The Forerunner Commentary
describes Paul’s attitude this way: “Paul
turned what could have sent him into
deep bitterness and passivity…into a
strength (humility and a deeper reliance
on [Yahweh]). As painful, frustrating or
hindering as it was, his circumstance
never deterred him from being an apostle
who by the grace of [Yahweh] labored
more abundantly than all others.”
Finding joy in times of sorrow and
strength in times of weakness was the
hallmark of the Apostle Paul’s ministry.
Our Attitude

As sincere seekers of Truth, each of
us should possess this same positive
attitude and express joy in the face of
all adversity and trouble. We must be a
people with positive attitudes if we are to
endure the difficult times that lie ahead.
Our Savior Yahshua the Messiah also
instructed His disciples to have a
forward-looking attitude regardless of
the difficulties faced.
“And seeing the multitudes, he went
up into a mountain: and when he was
set, his disciples came unto him. And
he opened his mouth, and taught them,
saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit:
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they that mourn: for they

shall be comforted. Blessed are the
meek: for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness: for they shall
be filled. Blessed are the merciful: for
they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the
pure in heart: for they shall see Elohim.
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they
shall be called the children of Elohim.
Blessed are they which are persecuted
for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are
ye, when men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall say all manner
of evil against you falsely, for my sake.
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for
great is your reward in heaven: for so
persecuted they the prophets which were
before you,” Matthew 5:1-12.
Take special note of that last verse.
Yahshua tells us to rejoice… for great is
your reward! For those sincere seekers
with an upbeat attitude, adversity will
always motivate them toward great
spirituality. They will be a people of
joy who rejoice in their reward in the
Kingdom.
We also see that joy and a right
attitude is an important element of
the fruits of the Spirit, as we read in
Galatians 5:22-26. “But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness,
temperance: against such there is no law.
And they that are Messiah’s have impaled
the flesh with the affections and lusts. If
we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in
the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain
glory, provoking one another, envying
one another.”
The Day of Destruction

Isaiah describes a very horrific time in
the future, a day of trouble and distress,
the day of Yahweh.
“Howl ye; for the day of Yahweh is
at hand; it shall come as a destruction
from the Almighty. Therefore shall all
hands be faint, and every man’s heart
shall melt: And they shall be afraid:
pangs and sorrows shall take hold of
them; they shall be in pain as a woman
that travaileth: they shall be amazed one
at another; their faces shall be as flames.
Behold, the day of Yahweh cometh, cruel

both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay
the land desolate: and he shall destroy
the sinners thereof out of it. For the stars
of heaven and the constellations thereof
shall not give their light: the sun shall
be darkened in his going forth, and the
moon shall not cause her light to shine.
And I will punish the world for their
evil, and the wicked for their iniquity;
and I will cause the arrogancy of the
proud to cease, and will lay low the
haughtiness of the terrible. I will make a
man more precious than fine gold; even
a man than the golden wedge of Ophir.
Therefore I will shake the heavens, and
the earth shall remove out of her place,
in the wrath of Yahweh of hosts, and in
the day of his fierce anger. And it shall
be as the chased roe, and as a sheep that
no man taketh up: they shall every man
turn to his own people, and flee every
one into his own land. Every one that is
found shall be thrust through; and every
one that is joined unto them shall fall by
the sword. Their children also shall be
dashed to pieces before their eyes; their
houses shall be spoiled, and their wives
ravished,” Isaiah 13:6-16.
Our Reward

It may be quite difficult to think of having
a positive attitude during such a gruesome
time. However, by having joy in adversity
and looking on the positive side, we will
be better equipped to endure and thereby
receive a reward; Jeremiah 31:1-9 gives
us hope for such a reward.
“At the same time, saith Yahweh,
will I be the Elohim of all the families
of Israel, and they shall be my people.
Thus saith Yahweh, The people which
were left of the sword found grace in the
wilderness; even Israel, when I went to
cause him to rest. Yahweh hath appeared
of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved
thee with an everlasting love: therefore
with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.
Again I will build thee, and thou shalt
be built, O virgin of Israel: thou shalt
again be adorned with thy tabrets, and
shalt go forth in the dances of them that
make merry. Thou shalt yet plant vines
upon the mountains of Samaria: the
planters shall plant, and shall eat them
as common things. For there shall be a

day, that the watchmen upon the mount
Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go
up to Zion unto Yahweh our Elohim. For
thus saith Yahweh; Sing with gladness for
Jacob, and shout among the chief of the
nations: publish ye, praise ye, and say,
O Yahweh, save thy people, the remnant
of Israel. Behold, I will bring them from
the north country, and gather them from
the coasts of the earth, and with them the
blind and the lame, the woman with child
and her that travaileth with child together:
a great company shall return thither.
They shall come with weeping, and with
supplications will I lead them: I will cause
them to walk by the rivers of waters in
a straight way, wherein they shall not
stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and
Ephraim is my firstborn.”		
As long as we possess an optimistic
attitude, and remember the adage, “this
too shall pass,” we have the ability to get
through any difficulties that we may face.
Yahshua’s Advice

As a final thought, we rely on Yahshua the
Messiah to be our guide in how to balance
sorrow and adversity with the joy that
shall ultimately come in the Kingdom of
Yahweh. John 16:19-24 reads:
“Now Yahshua knew that they were
desirous to ask him, and said unto them,
Do ye enquire among yourselves of that I
said, A little while, and ye shall not see me:
and again, a little while, and ye shall see
me? Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye
shall weep and lament, but the world shall
rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your
sorrow shall be turned into joy. A woman
when she is in travail hath sorrow, because
her hour is come: but as soon as she is
delivered of the child, she remembereth no
more the anguish, for joy that a man is born
into the world. And ye now therefore have
sorrow: but I will see you again, and your
heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man
taketh from you. And in that day ye shall
ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father
in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto
have ye asked nothing in my name: ask,
and ye shall receive, that your joy may be
full.”
May our joy be made full as we reflect
the mind of Yahshua.
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WHY ON EARTH AM I

HERE?
by Alan Mansager

Y

ou will do well if you can find
one in 10,000 who knows the
fundamental biblical teaching
on the afterlife, and even fewer who
conform to its requisites.
In sampling common beliefs, I
selected a few responses to an online
blog asking the question of why humans
exist.
• “Ah, yes, the most mysterious
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question that everyone ponders. When
this happens in your life, then you
begin your journey to know your truth.
Everything in your life is placed there
to awaken you to your truth and nobody
else’s. The truth reveals itself through
many and not just one. It’s a puzzle just
like we are many but from the one. All I
can give you is to stay grounded in love
and gratitude.”

• “Isn’t it to be remembered long after
you are gone? There had been billions
and billions of lives that have been
completed before us but almost all of
them are forgotten except a few whose
names we still remember…That’s the
worst fear I have...the fear that the world
will forget that I even existed.”
• “I feel life is a test and we don’t know
anything because that’s part of the test.”

• “If you don’t want a purpose that’s
up to you. Having no purpose is the
same as being dead. Life is too short
to make just one decision, music is too
large for just one station, love is too big
for just one, and G-d is too big for just
one religion.”
The answer that came closest to
the truth was the following (except for
the zinger at the end): “The purpose is
to know your creator. Then connect to
your creator and follow his commands.
everything created on this earth had a
purpose so how about us? who created
us? He is Allah - Almighty the most
gracious the most merciful.”
Of the many comments surveyed, not one gave a Bible-based
response.
Your Kingdom Potential

Biblical ignorance has serious
consequences. Nowhere is that more
so than living without knowing why.
Yahweh says, “My people are destroyed
for lack of knowledge: because you have
rejected knowledge, I will also reject
you, that thou shall be no priest to me...”
Hosea 4:6.
The Bible gives us the clear answer
to the purpose for life as Yahshua taught
it. He said the goal in this life is to
prepare to be a kingdom of priests in the
coming rulership of Yahshua. Revelation
5:10 explains, “And hast made us unto
our Elohim kings and priests: and we
shall reign on the earth.”
Because they ignore and miss this
simple truth, we see countless questions
and uncertainties that have troubled
the masses for millennia. Beyond this
very plain teaching of Yahshua lie
all the misconceptions, false notions,
bogus doctrines, man-made creeds and
traditional fallacies about what life is
about and what follows it.
As a youngster in Sunday school
class I once read to the class Revelation
2:26, “And he that overcometh, and
keepeth my works unto the end, to him
will I give power over the nations.”
The teacher just smiled, nodded to
me, and continued his lesson praising
the Emperor Constantine and his
“conversion” to Christianity.

Half of Yahshua’s
ministry was about His
Kingdom coming soon
to rule the earth. The
other half was how to
be in that Kingdom.
It is this goal of the believer as taught
by Yahshua that is hidden in plain sight.
It is this teaching that defines our life’s
purpose and why we must strive to obey
the Truth taught by Yahshua.
Today thousands of ministries spend
billions of dollars – and most all of them
totally miss the mark when it comes to
understanding the destiny of the chosen
and what is acceptable in worship and
what is not.
The Greatest Story Never Told

What does it mean to become a priestly
Kingdom, Revelation 5:10, and how do
we fit into that divine plan of salvation
now? Do we need to change from a life
of sin or come “just as I am” without a
plea?
The Apostles and disciples were in
training to take on leadership roles in
Yahshua’s Work and ultimately to help
govern the earth in the Kingdom. The
called-out are in the same training now.
How could many overlook Yahweh’s
overarching plan of expanding His family
on earth? The same way they cannot
see the clear Sabbath command, the
numerous directives to keep His Feasts,
His Name, and many other plain biblical
teachings. Most are willingly ignorant.
A columnist in a commercial
newspaper explained why so many
firmly embrace false beliefs. Two
reasons were given:
• Beliefs that are passed down by
parents are tightly held to, whether they
have a basis in truth or not.

• A person will hold firmly to beliefs
that are internalized to become part of
a person’s very identity.
Many respond viscerally if someone
differs with their beliefs. Disagreements
are often seen as a personal attack.
Yahweh has grand plans. The human
family is a mere reflection of a far
greater one to come. Paul wrote in
1Corinthians 2:9: “But as it is written,
Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the
things which Elohim hath prepared for
them that love him.”
Half of Yahshua’s ministry was
about His Kingdom coming to rule the
earth. The other half was how to be
included in that Kingdom. It’s today’s
major truth never taught, even though it
is clear as crystal in Scripture and openly
seen throughout the New Testament.
Even Yahshua brings it out in His
popular model prayer: “Thy Kingdom
COME, thy will be DONE, on EARTH
as it is in heaven.” His Kingdom is
coming to earth and His plan will
culminate on earth at that time!
Sweet Nothings Order of the Day

Useless tradition is what drives worship
today, while the focus of billions is
living to please number one. Lives
are spent without direction or promise
because of a refusal to obey Yahweh,
disrespecting the only one who grants
everlasting life.
Suppose you just started a new
job. How long would it last if you told
the boss that you would come to work
whenever you pleased? What if you told
your employer that you would decide
yourself the tasks you would do? What
if you told your boss that you didn’t need
to do what he expects you to do? But you
still expected a paycheck regardless?
Crazy? Sure. Unheard of?
Absolutely. The subordinate doesn’t
call the shots. But apparently millions
of professing Bible believers think they
do. They themselves determine how and
when they will worship their Heavenly
Father. They defer to fossilized traditions
rather than to Yahweh’s Word. Many
have the impudence to tell the Supreme
Ruler of the universe what name they
Restoration Times Magazine
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will call Him – or no name at all.
Biblical worship is never about
pleasing the worshiper. It’s always about
pleasing the One worshiped. Worship
with a future promise of Kingdom rule
means learning about and then doing
Yahweh’s will.
Billions have no clue about the
covenant Yahweh gave to His people.
Billions never will until after the
thousand years of millennial rule are
finished and they are brought up in the
Second Resurrection.
The True Believer must never
be discouraged when criticized for
following the faith. Just remember, a
day of reckoning is coming. Today it is
the believer who is up for judgment.
It was no accident that Yahweh
called you to obedience. Answer the
call as did Peter, James, and John at
Galilee, who without hesitation or
excuse dropped everything to answer
Yahshua’s summons.
That means we must keep the same
laws Yahshua did, including the Sabbath
and Feasts.
The Evil One is well aware that
Yahweh Himself wants you at His
Feasts. Satan would not try so hard to
make it challenging if these were just
man-made celebrations like Xmas or
the Fourth of July. Yahweh’s Feasts are
holy times to Him and are called “His.”
Disobedience Is Sin

We sin when we know Yahweh’s days
are obligatory but refuse to observe
them anyway. James wrote in 4:17,
“Therefore to him that knoweth to
do good, and doeth it not, to him it is
sin.”
At its core sin stems from ignorance
of Yahweh. If man could see Yahweh
in all His magnificence, in all His
unfathomable power, all His glory,
man would be as dumb as rocks not
to humble himself instantly and obey
without question.
Children who obey their parents
have a healthy respect for their parents
and know the consequences of rebellion.
But those who ignorantly break
Yahweh’s laws don’t know Yahweh
and have no fear of the consequences.
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Anyone who has ever held a job is
familiar with one of the oldest excuses
for not attempting something different:
“But that’s the way we’ve always done
it.” How does that make it right or
better? For thousands of years people
bowed to non-existent, pagan deities.
Does that mean we should continue that
pointless worship?
Proverbs 16:25 tells us: “There is a
way that seemeth right unto a man, but
the end thereof are the ways of death.”
All that matters is what Yahweh
dictates. Period. He makes the final
ruling.
Where in the 66 books of the Bible
does righteousness come by anything
other than what the Bible says it does?
Where does it say that righteousness
comes by doing what we ourselves
decide is best?
The very definition of righteousness
means doing what is right. Yahweh sets
the standard for what is “right.” How can
we be righteous with Yahweh if we don’t
measure up to His standard? Including
the days He commands us to observe?
That is why from the very start in the
very first Commandment He lays down
an imperative. He says I am Yahweh and
you must worship none else. Everything
about proper worship emanates from
that first commandment. There is no
other way. Many still believe otherwise.
This is illustrated in a book on
textual interpretation. The author was
discussing a controversial verse with
a fellow. The author realized the man
misinterpreted the text because of the
archaic English of the KJV and also
because the verse misrepresented
the Greek text. So the author gently
suggested that the fellow was in error.
The fellow’s response was that the
Holy Spirit doesn’t lie and so his own
interpretation had to be right, citing
1Corinthians 2:10-15, that spiritual
things must be spiritually discerned,
which left little doubt as to the status
of the author. The author then asked,
but what if Yahweh had given ME the
proper interpretation? After a pause the
fellow said, “I guess that would mean
the Spirit says the Bible means different
things to different people.”

Once we humble
ourselves before
Yahweh our past
worship choices end.
Now we do it His way,
all the way, and in no
other way, or else we
have no part in His
Kingdom reward. It is
that simple.
Paul wrote in Ephesians 4:5 that there
is “one Master, one faith, one baptism.”
There is only one right interpretation.
Romans 6:16: “Know ye not, that
to whom ye yield yourselves servants
to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of
obedience unto righteousness?” Sin is
doing what the Word prohibits.
Please Yahweh and Be Blessed

Nothing is more fundamental than
honoring the one we worship in all
things. It means following what Yahweh
expects and not what we desire and
decide. Biblical worship has a promise,
a future, and His blessing.
This was no mystery to the pagans,
who sought to please their deity in ways
they believed were acceptable. Whether
that meant sacrificing children to
Molech, burning fires to the sun divinity
Mithra, or coloring eggs in honor of
the goddess Astarte – each was done
specifically for their mighty one.
No doubt they learned the concept
of worship itself from how Yahweh
instructed man to worship Him soon
after creation (Gen. 4:4-5).

The difference is that pagans are
generally more dedicated in their false
worship.
Paul asks in Romans 9:21, “Has not
the potter power over the clay…?” Who
put the clay in charge?
All of this is to say that a correct
understanding of the Bible necessitates
that we know its author. We cannot
worship in truth unless we know the
One we worship and what He expects.
The more we know who Yahweh is, the
more our worship will honor Him.
The less we know about Him,
the more likely we will be living and
worshiping in ways He does not accept.
And that has been a problem
through the millennia.
He says, “Because you
have rejected knowledge,
I will reject you, that you
shall be no priest to me.”
Do you want to be a priest
in the Kingdom? If so get
educated. Learn about Him.
Why? Because in rejecting
knowledge, you also reject
knowing Yahweh, which is a
basic expectation of His.
Once we humble
ourselves before Yahweh
the errors of our past worship
end. Now we do it His way,
all the way, and in no other
way, or else have no part in
the Kingdom reward.
If we are not pleasing
Him by our conduct and
worship, we are wasting our time. Our
very blueprint for worship, Yahshua the
Son, said He came to do His Father’s
will, John 4:34. That’s also what we
must do.
Peter wrote in 1Peter 2:21, “For
even here unto were ye called: because
Messiah also suffered for us, leaving us
an example, that you should follow his
steps.”
To be free from your past life of sin
takes action. Just praying the sinner’s
prayer won’t cut it. Just saying I’m
sorry is not enough without a permanent
change.
Even though He lived a life without
sin, Yahshua took on our sins. Our

transgressions, which were placed upon
Him, had to be dealt with. By His death
and resurrection He showed that those
sins were remitted permanently.
Yahweh is not taken seriously
when we are not serious about our own
destiny. Israel didn’t take Him seriously
most of the time, either.
The prophet Jeremiah wrote in 5:2-4
(although this is a prophecy, it has had
a prior fulfillment in the rebellion of
Judah): “And though they say, Yahweh
liveth; surely they swear falsely. O
Yahweh, are not thine eyes upon the
truth? thou hast stricken them, but they
have not grieved; thou hast consumed

them, but they have refused to receive
correction: they have made their faces
harder than a rock; they have refused to
return. Therefore I said, Surely these are
poor; they are foolish: for they know not
the way of Yahweh, nor the judgment of
their Elohim.”
Our desire is to present to the world
the real Father in heaven. We do this
by revealing what He expects of His
people. He has a Name, He has a family,
and He has a plan to expand His family
to the far reaches of the very universe
itself – starting with us, here on planet
earth.
We find in the prayer of Hannah,
in the writings of the prophet Samuel,

“Talk no more so exceeding proudly; let
[not] arrogancy come out of your mouth:
for Yahweh is an Elohim of Knowledge,
and by him actions are weighed.” (1Sam.
2:3)
All Our Actions Reveal Us

Why is He weighing actions? Because
it takes more than faith alone. Two facts
are key to our relationship with our
Heavenly Father: He is: “An Elohim of
knowledge” and “By Him actions are
weighed...” Whose actions? OURS!
Here the prophet applies Yahweh’s
wisdom, His understanding, His
knowledge to OUR actions.
To find out whether we are
pleasing Him by our lives, we
need to know how He looks at
our behavior, what His desires
are for His creation and what
we can expect from our actions.
We must know His standard of
measurement and judgment. A
reverential respect of Yahweh
will lead us to greater knowledge
still. He promises it.
“The fear of Yahweh is
the beginning of wisdom”
the Psalmist wrote, “a good
understanding have all they that
do his commandments” (Ps.
111:10). This being the case,
the reverse is true as well. A
person who will not obey and
do His commandments will lack
understanding.
The next time you are tempted
to listen to someone claiming to be
a minister of the Word, ask, does the
man pattern His own life by Yahweh’s
Word? Does he call on Yahweh’s Name
(2nd-3rd Commandments)? Does he
remember the Sabbath and Feast days
to keep them holy? Does he live by
the statutes of Scripture? Is his life
moral and an example for others to
follow?
We are in training to be a kingdom
of priests, according to Revelation 1:6.
A biblical priest is very well educated in
the office he holds.
This life is a training ground. Doing
Yahweh’s will is central to a future in His
Kingdom soon coming to earth.
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Q.
A

I am confused. What is the difference between
fornication and adultery? I see the terms used in
various ways.

The word fornication is a blanket term for illicit
sexual intercourse in all its various forms. Adultery is
fornication in a married state
(Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological,
and Ecclesiastical Literature).
Fornication comes from five separate
words in the Bible, two from the
Hebrew and three from the Greek
(Heb. zanah, taznuwth, Gk. porneia,
porneuo, ekporneuo).
These words all share similar
connotations. They can mean illicit
sexual relations between two unmarried
persons. They can also mean adultery
and whoredom, or even a spiritual act
of unfaithfulness in worship of Yahweh,
as Israel committed being spiritually
betrothed of Yahweh.
The first time the word fornication
i s u s e d i n t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t
is in 2Chronicles 21:11. It is from
the Hebrew zanah (No. 2181 in Strong’s Exhaustive
Concordance Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary) and usually
refers to prostitution. It is also defined in Strong’s as to commit
adultery (usually of the female, and less often of simple
fornication, rarely of involuntary ravishment); zanah is used
most frequently to signify spiritual prostitution or idolatry in
worship.
The Complete Word Study Old Testament offers a more
precise definition of fornication than Strong’s. It notes on p.
2312 in its Lexical Aid, “To fornicate, commit fornication, be
a harlot, play the harlot, commit adultery; to apostatize, have
intercourse with false g-ds or foreigners; to seduce. The main
idea is to commit illicit sexual intercourse, particularly with
women. However, this strong image is used in a figurative
sense to describe illegal contact between Israel and other

nations and their g-ds…”
• The second word translated fornication in the English is
found once, in Ezekiel 16:29. It is the Hebrew taznuth (No.
8457) and means harlotry, idolatry.
• The third word translated fornication is the Greek porneia
(No. 4202) and is first used in Matthew 5:32. It is defined in
Strong’s as “from 4203; harlotry (incl.
adultery and incest); fig. Idolatry: –
fornication.” Porneia is used 32 times
in the New Testament. The word
fornication in Matthew 5:32 is often
taken to denote an act of adultery,
however an in-depth study will prove
this understanding false, and confirm
the true usage of this Greek word
porneia in this particular passage,
which is fornication, pre-marital sex
(RSB note). The Scriptures consider
the betrothal or engagement period
a virtual marriage (note that Joseph
wanted to divorce Mary even though
they were only betrothed, Matt. 1:19).
• The Greek porneuo is the fourth word
translated fornication. It means to act
the harlot and indulge in unlawful lust
of either sex, or to practice idolatry.
• The fifth word translated fornication is the Greek
ekporneuo and means to be utterly unchaste and implies
excessive indulgence in illicit sex (Jude 7). It is porneuo on
steroids.
In the fifth chapter of 1Corinthians Paul admonishes the
Corinthian assembly to remove the sin that they were allowing
in the assembly. One of the sins listed by the Apostle was a
gentile committing “fornication” with his father’s wife. Now
this is not what we consider fornication, but more accurately
signifies incest with his stepmother.
Fornication in either the Hebrew or Greek can have a wide
range of definitions. It can mean literal fornication, adultery,
harlotry, incest, pedophilia, bestiality, or any other sexual
restriction that Yahweh has placed on mankind.

LIVE Sabbath Streaming
With so may scattered around the world with
no local congregations teaching the Sabbaths,
Feasts, and Holy Names, we provide a place that
you can go to learn and worship from home. It
doesn’t replace local fellowship but it’s the next
best thing. Join hundreds online with us this
Shabbat.
Live Stream starts 1:20pm Central, Saturdays
Watch on our mobile App, Roku, Facebook Live,
yrm.org/live, or Youtube.
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Q

Where in Scripture do we find that at the end of
the 1,000-year reign of Messiah -- at the second
resurrection -- there will be those (uneducated ones)
who will have the opportunity to learn of and accept or reject
Yahshua at that time?

A

If a limited number of the firstfruits righteous are
raised to life at the Second Coming of Yahshua, what
happens to the rest of humanity? A key aspect of the
millennium is to teach those people Yahweh’s Truth. Passages
speak of a training of people, such as Isaiah 30:20-21. Their
“teachers” will doubtless be the kingdom of priests from the
first resurrection. See the chart of the two resurrections on
p. 1977 in the 3rd Edition Restoration Study Bible. At the end
of the millennium and at the Great White Throne Yahshua
will hold a judgment based on works for the rest of the dead
who will rise physically from the dead, Revelation 20:5;
20:11-12. These will be those who were not worthy of the first
resurrection. The basis for judgment would be whether they
accepted or rejected the Truth and walked in it, v. 13. The only
way they could know the Truth would be to have been taught
it sometime after their resurrection. To condemn them to
death when they were simply ignorant contradicts John 9:41.

Q

I am a 35-year-old police officer in CT, but I believe
G-d is renewing a call in me that I felt when I was 14.
I really respect what you are doing at YRM and I was
wondering is there anywhere you could recommend a study
that comes from a Hebrew understanding and application
of the scriptures? My passion has become learning and
explaining to people that Yahshua did not make a new
religion, but that we as gentiles are grafted in to the promise
that G-d made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. That we too
are of Israel if we believe in Yahweh and follow Yahshua and
His commandments.

A

The Restoration Study Bible footnotes on Romans
9:4, 6 explain that those who obey Yahweh and hold
to Yahshua’s testimony are accepted as Israelites
and children of the promise. That includes a desire to adhere
to the covenants of Old and New testaments. YRM has 43
booklets and a Bible correspondence course of 18 lessons
covering most major Bible doctrines. We also have hundreds
of TV programs and weekly sermon videos you can watch on
the YRM Network app.

biblical
hebrew word
lesson .

hnc
Shanah
shaw-naw’

Composition: Shin, Qamets,
Nun, Qamets, Heh.
The Hebrew word Shanah means
“year.” It occurs 878 times in the
Hebrew Bible. You may have heard
of Rosh Ha-shanah, which means
“Head of the (Shanah) Year.”
“And the city was besieged unto
the eleventh year (shanah) of king
Zedekiah.” 2 Kings 25:2

Outreach Program’s Current Partners
We recognize our outreach partners for their outstanding dedication to the
Truth in their effort to fulfill the Great Commission. If you are interested in
becoming an outreach partner to help us spread the Truth, visit:
http://www.yrm.org/outreach or call us at (573) 896-1000 during normal office
hours (M-F, 8:00 am- 4:00 pm.) We willl explain how you can join this group
committed to spreading the Good News!

Zipporah Mwangi

Larry Godejohn

David Nesta

Robert Kountz

James Williams

Michael & Meandy

Steve Twillegar
Michael Hubbard

Bishop
Linda Lowe

Antonio Kimble
Restoration Times Magazine
January-February 2020

17

Restoration
Study

Bible

$44.99
Price before shipping

We have sold out of all other
cover choices at this time.
Premium

A

re you looking for an affordable Bible with multiple resources that answers the
hard questions? If so, then the Restoration Study Bible is for you. This attractive,
professionally bound, all-in-one volume provides insight and clarity found nowhere
else. It is the result of 150 years of in-depth study spanning three generations. The
Restoration Study Bible examines the source languages behind the English text to reveal
original meanings. Order yours today.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

More than 7,500 commentaries, definitions, factoids, and thousands of cross references
Strong’s numbering in the running text with Hebrew and Greek dictionaries included
Introductions for all 66 books of the Bible
Various charts, including archaeological charts from the Holy Land
Topical dictionary
Restores the original names of the Father and Son
The Restoration Study Bible is several books in one!

To order your Restoration Study Bible contact Yahweh’s Restoration Ministry
Call toll free at (844) 899-6438 or visit store.yrm.org
See our website: www.yrm.org

An Amazing Value!

Feedback

From Mail | Emails | Social Media

“I live in an area where there are no
Sabbath churches (assemblies). There is
one about 70 miles away but my husband
and I are old now and do not drive long
distances much so I keep Sabbath at
home by worshiping, reading the Word
and watching Sabbath programs. This
helps me to stay focused on keeping the
Sabbath day Holy. Thank you for your
program and the many CDs that you have
sent for my edification! On a scale of 1-5,
I would rate YRM as a 5!”
“I just listened to [a well-known evangelist]
and he is good. But when those PhDs
goof, they really goof! He was going strong
on that Baptist thing (‘you do nothing,
Yahshua does it all’) and in the same
breath of air and after repeatedly saying
‘you do nothing,’ he finally finished the
sentence by saying, you do nothing—just
diligently seek Him. I have heard that a
lifetime and can hardly stand to hear it.
Instead of preaching ‘do nothing,’ why
don’t they preach ‘diligently seek Him’”?
			
– MB
(As Yahshua pointed out in John 6:33, to
seek Yahweh is to seek His righteousness,
which is the opposite of iniquity or sin,

Do you shop at Amazon.com?
You pay nothing
to support YRM
through your
Amazon purchases.
A percentage goes
to the ministry. Start
now, scan code
to the right to sign
up. (Free QR code
scanners can be
downloaded free
from the app store.)

Romans 6:19. We can’t say we know Him if
we don’t keep His commandments, 1John
2:4—ED).
“Your article on headcovering is the most
accurate and biblical that I have found. I
live in England. I use this article to help give
other women the full facts about covering
their heads.” – AS
“I have learned a lot from YRM. I understand
the Word more clearly, and when someone
tells me something about the Word I ask
them to show me. I got that from YRM.”
				 – LW
I am overwhelmingly impressed with the
quality of this study Bible [RSB] and also
the speed of how fast you produced my
order. It was in the mail 4 hours after I
submitted the purchase... I was sure it was
going to arrive without my name burnished
into the cover but couldn’t have been more
wrong. The abundance of extra historical
information added is a fantastic aid in
understanding the events of the time.” – AK
“I can’t say enough about how much I
appreciate this ministry and your excellent
website. Since being led to you folks, I’ve
stopped looking elsewhere. ... I’m grateful
to Yahweh for leading me in your direction
– there’s really no one else like your team
of pastors, elders and participants. ...It is a
joy to join with you online. This will be my
first time to celebrate the Feasts and I’m
looking forward to honoring my Father and
Savior in this way. Truly!” – LL
“I found your YouTube channel about a
month ago and have watched a number
of videos and continue to watch them

Send us your comments
Visit: yrm.org/feedback

(they are great - thanks for making them).
...Through your videos and website and
other research I now believe that I need
to keep the sabbath.”
“I live in New Zealand and haven’t found a
Sabbath keeping Christian church to go to
other than Seventh Day Adventist which I
will not go to because of incorrect doctrine.
I have watched your last two sabbath
services. However in New Zealand I
am watching them live at 8:30 am on
Sunday morning. ...Is it okay to watch
your sermons live on a Sunday morning
NZ time or is this still not correct because
I’m worshipping on a Sunday? Would
attending a Messianic Jewish service on a
Saturday in NZ be something that I should
do because there is one in the region that
I live in?” – JP
    (We don’t see that watching a program
at home on Sunday is equal to Sunday
worship. You can download our service
for later viewing if you find it an issue,
or watch a recorded YRM service on the
Sabbath. As for attending a Messianic
group, be advised that most are all
over the map when it comes to biblical
teaching. That includes alternating the
sacred Name with the pagan titles, and
keeping the rabbinic calendar instead
of the biblical one. Some are very loose
on many other other doctrines clearly
outlined in the Scriptures for the True
Worshiper. Once you learn the Truth you
must follow it and not compromise for the
sake of fellowship. –ED)
“I really like your commitment to your
mission. I want you to know you inspire
this 17-year-old to get back into the Bible
and religion.” – TP
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